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Thank you for joining our #Hugs4HUGS Campaign! We’re happy to have you as a partner. We hope this 
toolkit will help you along the way.  

Here are Four Steps to Successful Fundraising 

Step 1: Set a goal 

• Select a challenging but achievable goal, keeping in mind who might donate. 
• Consider the time you plan to spend promoting the campaign. 
• Set the date of your campaign between October 8th, 2018 and November 27th, 2018. It could be one 

day for an event, a week, a month or longer.  
• If you surpass your goal, Congratulations! Feel free to continue fundraising. 

 

Step 2: Kick off your fundraising 

• It helps to start with a personal gift of any amount to show your support. 
• Direct family members, friends, coworkers, and contacts to our HUGS website for online donations 

(www.hugshawaii.org) or to our HUGS Facebook page (facebook.com/hugshawaii.) 
 

Step 3: Collect donations 

• Gather checks and cash gifts, record them on our form and mail them in to HUGS by December 4, 2018. 
• Make extra copies of the form as needed.  
 

Step 4: Say thank you 

• Say thank you to your friends and family who donated on Facebook. This will keep up their 
enthusiasm.  

• Send an email thank you to your friends and family.  
• HUGS will also send a written thank you to donors (for those we receive mailing addresses or email 

addresses). 
	

Share Our Story 
 

When talking about HUGS, keep it informal and conversational.   

Keep the following in mind: HUGS is a local, nonprofit organization. The mission is to improve the quality of 
life of Hawaii’s families who are facing emotional and financial hardships that come with caring for a 
seriously ill child. HUGS supports children, infants to 21 years of age, who face a variety of life-threatening 
illnesses. HUGS offer a range of ongoing programs to alleviate the emotional and financial challenges of 
caring for a seriously ill child, while providing opportunities for families to come together in a relaxed, 
supportive environment. 



Facts about HUGS  

• HUGS’ Mission: To strengthen Hawaii families by improving their quality of life as they face the 
emotional and financial hardships of caring for a seriously ill child.   

• HUGS helps more than 325 Hawaii families (1,600 individuals) statewide each year.  
• Provides comprehensive, long-term support services for families and their children, (infants to 21 

years of age), throughout their difficult journey, lasting two years or a lifetime.  
• Children suffer from widely diverse life-threatening illnesses, including cancer, heart issues, kidney 

or liver ailments, and chromosomal defects. 
• Meets the needs of the entire family and each family member. 
• Home-grown – for Hawaii’s families.  
• All services for HUGS children and families are provided at no charge. 
• All donations and community support stay in Hawaii for Hawaii families.  

	

Visit our website, www.hugshawaii.org, and click on the YouTube link to view The Higa Family 2017 video. 
 
Who Do You Know? 
Whom can you ask for support? Think about everyone whose lives you touch and ask him or her to make a 
donation. Start with the easiest people to reach – your family and friends. Next, ask acquaintances and other 
people you know. Ask them to pay it forward to others in their network. 
 

Categories:  

• Friends  
• Family 
• Neighbors 
• Children’s Sports Team  
• Child’s School 

• Your Company  
• Community/Social Clubs  
• Colleagues/Competitors 
• Church  

 

Just a few ideas: 

• Dress Down Day at businesses. Dress casually in exchange for making a donation. 
• Host a hug-a-thon at work. 
• Provide a match to employee donations.  
• Hold a bake sale, cook-off challenge (coworkers pay a nominal fee to taste entries) or have an ice 

cream social.  
• Hugs for sale! Give a hug for a donation! For those who aren’t keen on a physical hug, give them a 

Hershey's candy hug instead.  
• Collect a dollar every time you catch a coworker yawning.  
• Challenge a business associate to top your donation.  
• Give up coffee for a week or month and donate what you would have spent and donate to HUGS.  

	
Use Social Media                                                        

 

 

 #HUGS4HUGS 



Social Media Tips 

Be sure to “Like” our HUGS page and make your post public. We would love to share your posts.  
Use the hashtag #Hugs4Hugs on social media when talking about Hugs4HUGS to engage with the 
community.  
	

Social Media Posts 

Thank you for helping us spread the Hugs4HUGS Campaign for Hawaii’s families who are struggling with 
the emotional and financial challenges of caring for a seriously ill child. Here are some sample social media 
posts. Thank you for spreading the word and inspiring more gifts to support HUGS! 

Sample Posts on Facebook 

• Save the date: #Hugs4HUGS Campaign 2018 begins October 8 and runs through November 27th. 
You can help make a difference by bringing joy to Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families.  

• Anyone, anywhere, can participate in #Hugs4HUGS. Go to www.facebook.ocm/HUGSHawaii and 
make a donation between October 8, 2018 to November 27, 2018.  

• This year, I’m raising funds for the #Hugs4HUGS Campaign. Please help make a difference for 
Hawaii’s families with seriously ill children by making a donation on the HUGS Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii/. Thank you, your support means so much to me!  

• Join the #Hugs4HUGS Campaign. Did you know HUGS helps 1,600 family members in Hawaii who 
are facing a serious childhood illness in the family?  All funds raised go toward improving the lives of 
Hawaii’s families who are struggling with the emotional and financial challenges of caring for a 
seriously ill child, with ongoing programs for each family member. Join me: 
https://www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii/ 

• Be part of the #Hugs4HUGS Campaign. We love HUGS! Why? Because they bring joy into the lives 
of Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families and we believe in what they do. Every gift of any 
amount counts. Please support the Hugs4HUGS Campaign. Join me: 
https://www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii/ 

• Be part of the #Hugs4HUGS Campaign and open the door for more Hawaii families to connect with 
each other as they navigate the difficult journey of living with childhood illness. Give to the 
Hugs4HUGS Campaign: https://www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii/ 

Sample Posts on Instagram 

• We’re counting down the days until #Hugs4HUGS. Stay tuned for our plans and share your favorite 
pics of your hugs.  
 

• This year’s #Hugs4HUGS Campaign is October 8 through November 27. I’m excited to support 
HUGS and Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. I’m also making donation on HUGS’ 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii/ 

 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sending Emails 

• Email a list of friends, relatives, coworkers or others who typically don’t see your social media posts.  
• After a couple of weeks have passed, it’s OK to send a reminder. 

    Sample Email Message  
• First email (October 8): Have you heard of HUGS? It’s a small but great organization that supports Hawaii’s 

seriously ill children and their families. HUGS is kicking off its Hugs4HUGS Campaign today, and I hope 
you’ll join me by making a donation. Any amount would be greatly appreciated. Donations allow HUGS 
families to come together for mutual support. Only someone who’s been through it can truly understand 
the challenges of caring for a seriously ill child. Go to www.hugshawaii.org/donate and please make a gift 
today. It will make a world of difference to a HUGS family. Thanks for your support! 
 

• Reminder email: If you haven’t donated yet to the Hugs4HUGS Campaign, please consider making a 
donation today. Go to www.hugshawaii.org/donate  Thank you for spreading the word! 

 
Thanking Donors 
 

Following the campaign,  
• Donors who have given an email or mailing address will receive a thank you letter from our 

Executive Director. 
• Everyone who makes a donation will be listed on the Mahalo to Our Donors page of our HUGS website. 
• Top donors may be spotlighted in our HUGS newsletter. 
• A short video will be posted on Facebook. 
• Post a shout-out to donors who made a contribution on social media.  

 

Submitting Check and Cash Donations 
• Use the donation form to keep track of your donors. Please complete the form with the person’s name, 

email address, phone number, and mailing address, if possible. Donations submitted without a full name 
and mailing address or email address will not receive a thank you receipt/letter. Please make sure the 
total is equal to the amount being submitted.  

• Please send donation forms and donations one week after the Hugs4HUGS campaign ends by December 
4, 2018.  
Mail or drop donations and the form to: 
 HUGS 
 3636 Kilauea Avenue 
 Honolulu, HI  96816 
Or call us at 380-6924 to arrange pick-up. 
 
 

If you have questions or need more information, please call Cheryl at 808-380-6924 or email 
cheryl@hugshawaii.org 


