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The  Alejo Family                                                                                                
By: Teresa Shun, Family Services 

Intern 

 

It was an absolute joy to have 

the opportunity to interview the Ale-

jo family.  Parents, Lawrence and 

Julie, have been blessed with three 

children, Dylan, age 13, Natalia 

(“Talia”), age 12, and Mason, age 4 

(almost 5).  Their story is one that 

inspires strength and acceptance in 

the face of all of life’s challenges.   

  Lawrence and Julie met when they were young, attending the same high school.  Although it took 

some persistence on his part, Julie      eventually could not resist          Lawrence’s charms and soon the couple 

had their first child, Dylan.  A quick 18 months later, the family    welcomed Natalia into the world.  Both chil-

dren were happy and healthy.  When Talia reached three months old Julie reluctantly had to return to work 

and entrusted her young kids with a babysitter. 

 On April 6, 2004, Julie picked up her children from the babysitter and she noticed that Natalia was not 

her usual self.  Realizing that something had changed in their daughter, Lawrence and Julie took her to the 

hospital where it was later established that she had suffered Shaken Baby Syndrome.  This news marked an 

incredibly difficult whirlwind of sadness and anger.  Natalia, diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy, had to remain in 

the hospital until her condition stabilized.  Once discharged, Talia had to be placed in foster care while Child 

Protective Service’s investigated.  Their inquiry proved inconclusive, which was frustrating for the family, but 

they knew their thoughts and focus needed to be with Natalia. 

 Accepting her condition was not easy because it was not anything they expected, yet they had to find 

peace and understanding with it.  Julie quit her job to stay at home to care for her children.  Since Talia      re-

L-R: Dylan, Julie, Natalia, Mason and Lawrence 
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Aloha HUGS Ohana! 

Just a friendly reminder that all families need to RSVP for all HUGS activities, 

either through email or by a phone call. There are so many moving pieces that 

go along with   facilitating an event that we may unintentionally forget that 

you verbally signed-up for a    particular event, especially if you do so in per-

son with Family Services. We humbly ask that if you do not get a confirmation phone call from us 

sometime before the scheduled event, please give Family Services Staff a call to double check! Our 

sponsor groups expend a lot of effort and resources to     ensure that we have enough food, goodie 

bags, and treats for all our families. It is important to us to make sure that we can accommodate eve-

ryone. If you RSVP for an event but are unable to attend, which we fully understand, a call to HUGS 

would be much appreciated so we can plan accordingly. We really enjoy having you and your family 

 Today, Natalia is growing and developing because 

she is so well taken care of and loved.  She is an absolute 

trooper, healing through many hip and spinal surgeries.  

Mason calls her “his   baby” and Dylan continues to be 

the best biggest brother.  Both brothers are so gentle and 

compassionate, never  upset or ashamed of their sister.  

Lawrence’s parents are also the greatest supporters.  His 

mother is one of the only people who Julie trusts to leave 

Talia with for a good amount of time.  The many        care-

givers who go to the house are an important support sys-

tem for the family as well.   

  It has been a challenge to adjust and try to make 

sure that everyone’s needs are met.  Julie wants to ensure 

that, regardless, everyone will grow to be who they want to be.  Life with Talia has also 

brought about patience and acceptance for everyone.  The empathy for all that the Alejo’s 

have learned is a true inspiration, especially those families who experience the same 

struggle.  Julie shared a wonderful lesson in saying, “count your blessings.”  And that piece 

of knowledge stands to benefit everyone and anyone.   

 HUGS offers a chance to connect with like families and share experiences.          Alt-

hough it is unfortunate to come together under such circumstances, it provides an    irre-

placeable outlet.  With such a welcoming staff, HUGS has reached and exceeded Julie’s ex-
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 2016 HUGS GALA 

“Cheers for HUGS” 

April 30, 2016, Pomaikai Ballrooms 

 

It was an exciting 

evening at the HUGS 

annual fundraising 

gala event, “Cheers 

for HUGS”.  Guests 

enjoyed a fabulous silent and live auction,  featuring neighbor island 

vacations,  dining experiences and an exciting     bidding war for an au-

tographed Michael Bennett, NFL Seahawks defensive end, football and  

jersey (Michael Bennet himself was there!)  Kanoa Leahey, emcee, kept 

our guests   entertained all night. We honored the Rotary Club of East 

Honolulu for their HUGS house kitchen renovation, Eri Nomura Ro-
L – R: Christine Daleiden, HUGS Board President, Coach 

June Jones, Joan Naguwa, HUGS Executive   Director, 

Elizabeth Ignacio, M.D., Gala Co-Chair. 
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Thank you to the families who 

braved the rain to join us for     an-

other great Family Dinner on May 

28th, hosted by the         wonder-

fully hard working employees of DTRIC Insurance! Deetric, the      mascot, en-

thusiastically greeted everyone who walked in. The kids’ entrances went one of 

two ways:  a mad dash toward a very cool blow up  movie screen or we never 

saw them again since they were transformed with face paint and tattoos. Ask 

Tiger Taylor and Panda Camrynn…Dinner was teriburgers and hot dogs, and 

Jaevhyn and Jezrhyel wasted no time playing a 

little soccer with a full tummy right after they ate. On the other hand, Iris the 

Builder preferred to be stationary (and digest), creating masterpieces in the 

sandbox. Ice cream sandwiches were served… Did anyone know that? No…

they were gone too fast, right? Eyes were glued to the blow up movie 

screening of “The Good Dinosaur.” We can’t forget the popcorn, which was 

Brylee’s favorite, and some even topped dessert off with even more dessert: 

cotton candy!   

What a night! Thank you DTRIC!  

On May 7, 2016, the Optimist Club of  

Honolulu (OCH) conducted a Family Fun  

Day at HUGS. The activities included games  

like  basketball toss, horseshoe, coin toss, and pitch in pail for 

the children to play. Balloonist, Arthur Stout created balloon 

sculptures for the children, and Harvey Ouchi, “Mr. O”     pro-

vided an entertaining magic show for the group. We were 

lucky to have a delicious bento lunch provided by Marian’s  

Islandwide Catering and goodie bags for the children  donated 

by Mr. Iwamoto, an OCH member. The HUGS kids and their 

families who participated in the activity had a great time. For 

Congrats 2016  
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HUGS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

HUGS August Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 

Moms 

Night 

10 11 12 13 

Westside        

Respite 

14 15 16 

Dads 

Night 

17 18 19 

Office 

Closed 

20 

SibClub/Teen 

Group 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

Family Dinner 

28 29 30 31    

HUGS July Events 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 Office 

Closed 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 

Celebration 

of Life 

11 12 13 14 15 

Respite 

16 

17 

Moms Day 

18 19 

Dads 

Night 

20 21 22 23 Maui        

Summer    

Potluck 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Family Lunch 

31       

July 10th Celebration of Life 

at Sunset Ranch from 1-4pm 

July 15th Respite at HUGS 

from 5:30-9:30pm 

July 17th Moms Day at   

Makakilo Community Park 

(RIPPED work out class) from 

12-2pm 

July 19th Dads Night at Ward 

Dinner and Movie from          

6-8pm 

July 23rd Maui Summer Party 

at Keopuolani Regional Park 

Wailuku, Maui from 11-2pm 

July 30th Family Lunch at 

Waikele Community Park 

from 10am-1:30pm 

August 9th Moms Night at 

Aiea Bowl from 6-8pm 

August 13th West Side Res-

pite at Seagull Schools Ka-

polei from 5-9pm 

August 16th Dads Night at 

Kapolei Commons Dinner 

and Movie from 6-8pm 

August 20th SibClub/Teen 

Group at Ko Olina Lagoon 4 

from 10am-1pm 

August 27th Family Dinner 

at HUGS from 5-8pm 
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Please donate your HawaiianMiles to 

HUGS! We use the Hawaiian Airlines Miles 

Program to assist families on an emergency 

basis to keep families together. It’s easy! 

All you need to do is log into your Hawaiian 

Airlines account and follow their website’s 

  

Shout out to some of our awesome moms for 

coming out to Pokai Bay to learn how             to 


