
Help, Understanding
& Group Support

Maria Gray’s 34th birthday 
is one she’ll never forget. 
Instead of celebrating, she 

felt like crying. She and her husband, 
Roland, had learned three days 
earlier their �rst child, Jaevhyn, age 4 
at the time, had leukemia. She spent 
her birthday preparing for his port 
placement the next morning and 
packing for a week in the hospital to 
start his chemotherapy treatment. 
 It started a few weeks earlier 
when Jaevhyn complained that his 
back was sore. His grandmother also noticed he was walking 
funny. With a normal blood test, Jaevhyn might have childhood 
arthritis or infection, his doctor said. �en one day, a�er a nap, 
Jaevhyn couldn’t get up because of the excruciating pain. �e 
Grays rushed him to the ER, and he was admitted right away. 
A bone scan, ultrasound, and bone marrow biopsy con�rmed 
the devastating news. Leukemia. Dr. Darryl Glaser explained 
the disease and the treatment to the Grays and tried to reassure 
them that Jaevhyn’s type of leukemia is usually 85% curable. 
Still, they were heartbroken.
 �at �rst month was especially hard on Jaevhyn. �e 
chemo treatments made him very sick and lethargic. He didn’t 
want any of the nurses, doctors, friends, or even family near him, 
only his mother. Maria took time o� from her accounting job 
and was with him in the hospital around-the-clock. It was also 
di�cult being away from Jaevhyn’s 2-year-old sister, Jezrhyel, 
who stayed with her grandparents during that time.
 A social worker at Kapiolani Medical Center for 
Women and Children referred the Grays to HUGS. “HUGS 
really became our second family; we relied on the other families 
for support,” said Roland. “�ey understood.”
 Because of Jaevhyn’s susceptibility to infections and 
illnesses, they avoided going out where there would be crowds. 
HUGS was the one place they could go, where they didn’t have 
to worry about him getting sick. Maria said she always had a bag 
packed with her clothes for whenever Jaevhyn had to be 

admitted to the hospital for 
treatments. “We’d call ahead so there 
would be a room ready,” Roland
explained. During these hospital 
stays, they met other families there 
who were going through similar 
experiences and told them about 
HUGS. �ey have been friends since.
 Jaevhyn spent three and a 
half years in treatment. It’s a year 
longer for boys because leukemia can 
relapse in the testicles. �e extra year 
of therapy helps lowers the risk of 

relapse. Yet throughout his treatment, Jaevhyn never complained 
about getting poked, taking his medications, or going to the 
hospital. Maria said he remembers being sick but the hardest 
e�ects of chemo treatment are a blur. What Jaevhyn does 
remember is getting an ice pop a�er every procedure -- spinal 
tap, bone marrow biopsy, or port removal. “When are they going 
to put me to sleep again so I can get an ice pop?” he’d ask his 
mom. �is innocent reaction is how he handled his childhood 
cancer. 
 Jaevhyn has been cancer-free for three years and just 
�nished the 4th grade at Waiau Elementary School. Watching 
him on the soccer �eld now, you’d never know he was once very 
sick. He’s looking forward to Surf4HUGS this month.
 �e Grays continue to stay connected with HUGS 
because of the friendships they’ve made. “Everyone there is like 
our family,” Maria said. “It gives us a place to hang out, talk 
story with other parents 
and relax.”
 “If we can o�er 
any advice to new families, 
it is to allow people to help.  
 “When they ask if 
there’s anything they can 
do, say yes, and give them 
ways they can help, like 
doing the laundry or 

HEART TO HEART

Gray Matters

Jaevhyn and Roland Gray

Jezrhyel and Maria Gray
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ALOHA!

It’s been an exciting �rst half of our 35th anniversary year. 
Anniversaries are a time for re�ection, and the one thing that 
continues to amaze me is the commitment in our community to HUGS. 
�e organizations and corporations that sponsor our events and the 

people behind them as well as all the individual donors, volunteers and our Board 
members genuinely care about our HUGS families and our mission. I am truly 
humbled and personally thank each of you for your ongoing generosity and  
support of HUGS and Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. 
 In this issue, you’ll read about our longtime partnerships with Punahou School 
and the Hawaii Air National Guard and the children and families they are helping. 
�e Optimist Club of Honolulu is another organization that has been volunteering 
with HUGS for more than two decades, and later this month, the �omas family will 
organize Surf4HUGS for the 14th straight year—a special day for our HUGS kids to 
catch a few waves. Many of you attended our HUGS Gala on May 13, which served as 
the highlight of our 35th anniversary. �e evening was �lled with celebration, surprises 
and fun as we observed 35 years of commitment to our mission. Almost 90% of our  
Table Sponsors have supported HUGS for many years. Mahalo to all for making it a 
most memorable evening. 
 In April, we launched our brand new website with a new URL,  
www.hugshawaii.org. It’s full of information about HUGS, from our programs, and 
volunteer and sponsor opportunities, to our publications. �ere’s also a tab for the 
service providers with whom we work and a special section just for our HUGS Ohana. 
We extend our deep appreciation to Upspring Media for their creativity, knowledge and 
expertise in designing a website that represents our brand and is both attractive and 
user-friendly.  We hope you like it, too. 
 HUGS continues to evolve and grow with the times and the needs of our 
HUGS families. �ank you for being on this ever-inspiring journey with us, and we ask 
for your support for the next 35 years. 

 Mahalo,

 Joan Naguwa
 HUGS Executive Director

running errands for you,” said Roland. “And if you think something may be wrong, go with 
your gut feeling and have your child checked right away, even if it means going to the ER,” he 
added.
 �e experience made Maria want to help others and decide to go back to school. She 
became certi�ed as a nurse’s aide and is enrolled in the nursing program at Chaminade 
University. She is expected to graduate in 2020 and hopes to work in oncology.

GRAY MATTERS Continued from page 1

AUW Designation #96590
CFC Designation #84333
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Annual HUGS Gala
“Celebrating 35 Years”

May 13, 2017 at the Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort
Tapa Ballroom

This year’s HUGS Gala was a special night to remember �lled with compassion and joy. It was the highlight of HUGS’ 
35th Anniversary, netting more than $200,000 for Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. 

With the event a day before Mother’s Day, our HUGS kids surprised all the moms in the audience with a carnation. 
Kahu Wendell Davis o�ered the invocation before a three-course 
sit-down dinner, accompanied by wines, was served. Entertainment 
by jazz vocalist Rocky Brown followed. �rough a combination 
of silent and live auctions, the Fund the Mission appeal and other 
giving opportunities, guests generously supported HUGS, which 
included a  spontaneous matched gi� from the late “Uncle Bill” 
through his W. Schampeau Charitable Trust. HUGS Dad Patrick 
Tyrrell and Auctioneer Eric Schi� entertained the crowd, with 
the evening culminating with an anniversary toast from guests to 
HUGS! 

HUGS Gala Co-Chairs Erin Kirihara and Anne Lee. 

Continued on Page 4

Rocky Brown features her student Siena Yeo during a song.

Our Event Volunteers gather before dispersing to their duties.  Honolulu Star-Advertiser Gold Table hosted by
Board Member Patrick Klein. 

Visit our HUGS Facebook 
page to see our HUGS Gala 

Photo Albums.
www.facebook.com/HUGSHawaii

Photos by Ashlee Badua and
Lehua Waipa Ah Nee
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GOLD SPONSORS
aio 
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
Nan Inc 

SILVER SPONSORS
Atlas Insurance Agency 
Brand/Uchi 
Central Pacific Bank 
Dura Constructors, Inc. 
First Hawaiian Bank 
Island Insurance Company
James Campbell Company LLC 
Kapi`olani Medical Center for 
 Women & Children 
Locations Foundation 
Pepsi 
Tiki’s Grill & Bar 
Zippy’s

BRONZE SPONSORS
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc.
Cades Schutte LLP
Ted Coons (RA) – Elite Pacific
 Properties LLC
First Insurance Company of Hawaii
Goodfellow Bros., Ltd.
Hawaiian Properties, Ltd.
HMS Host Corporation
Hung Wo & Elizabeth Lau Ching 
 Foundation
Elizabeth M. Ignacio and
 David Kostecki
Barbara Marumoto
Rider Levett Bucknall
Sky River Management 
Stryker Weiner & Yokota 
Title Guaranty 
Wikoff Combs & Co., LLC

FRIENDS OF HUGS
Albert C. Kobayashi, Inc. 
David Carr
D.R. Horton – Schuler Division
Edwin T & Eleanor L Meyer
 Charitable Trust
Ronald Gouveia 
Grace Pacific LLC
HawaiiUSA Federal Credit Union
Kathryn Whang Inouye
Andrea L. Kia
MMM Insurance Services, Inc.
Matson, Inc. 
Nordic PCL Construction, Inc. 
Lawrence Okinaga, Esq
Jean Rolles
The Howard Hughes Corp.
The MacNaughton Group
The Queen’s Medical Center
United Laundry Services, Inc.
W. Schampeau Charitable Trust
Trisha Yee

Special thanks to our HUGS Gala Committee, auction and wine donors, and Event Volunteers, and everyone who helped 
us celebrate HUGS’ 35th anniversary!

Mahalo to Our HUGS Gala Sponsors and Friends

Now is a Great Time to Invest in the Future of HUGS 

Earlier this year, HUGS received a gi� of life insurance from a donor who had passed away in late 2016. It was HUGS’ 
�rst planned gi� and the start of our planned giving program. �is major gi� ensures HUGS will continue to grow 
and be here for the next generation of HUGS families. 

While many people believe bequests to a nonpro�t organization like 
HUGS have to be large and are only made by philanthropists, a bequest 
made through a will or revocable living trust can be of any amount and 
made by anyone who has a special connection to or believes in the 
mission of helping Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. 

Once you have provided for your loved ones in your will or estate plan, 
please consider “forwarding your love” with a gi� of cash or stock or 
naming HUGS as a bene�ciary of your retirement plan or life 
insurance policy. Your gi� will be a lasting tribute to you while 
guaranteeing HUGS’ long-term future. If you would like more 
information on how to include HUGS in your estate plan, please 
call 380-6924. 

HUGS is pleased to be a partner of the Hawaii Community Foundation’s Legacy Giving Campaign. 
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Family Traditions
Memorial Day:
Lantern Floating Ceremony

The annual Lantern Floating Hawaii ceremony has become a 
signi�cant Memorial Day tradition, bringing local families 
and visitors from around the world together to remember 

loved ones who have passed, heal their grief and pray for a 
harmonious and peaceful future. �e �rst ceremony was held in 
1999 at Keehi Lagoon and moved to Ala Moana Beach Park to 
accommodate the growing community response. 
 Today, more than 40,000 people from all backgrounds and 
cultures attend. Some 6,000 candle-lit lanterns are released at sunset 
o� of Magic Island, creating a spectacle of peaceful beauty. �e 
public is invited to write special remembrances on the lanterns that 

are �oated out to sea. At the end of the evening, the lanterns are collected to be reused the following year. �e event is 
o�ciated by Shinnyo-en and presented by Na Lei Aloha Foundation. 
 �is was the second year that HUGS family Kà eo, Gabby, Olivia, and Charli Gouveia participated in the lantern 
�oating with Gabby’s mom Joyce Wong joining them this year. A neighbor had suggested the event, following the passing of 
their son Grayson from brain cancer in January 2016, two months shy of his 6th birthday. 

Gabby Shares �eir 2017 Experience

The day starts at 10 a.m. when you stand in line (probably a mile or two long) and get your lantern bag. �ey allow you 
time and tables to write your loving messages. I took our lantern home to print pictures and allow my parents to sign 
and Olivia to write her name on it. 

 �e ceremony incorporates Japanese, Buddhist and Hawaiian cultures. Walking toward the sand, I could already 
feel the energy building. �e emotional power of thousands of hearts emoting love for their lost loved ones was 
overwhelming. I could feel my eyes welling up the closer I got to the water. �ere must have been so many angels there 
among us. We could feel their presence. Memories of Grayson were �lling our thoughts, and we were all silent but  
speaking the same language. Although Grayson’s physical absence is deeply painful, it’s only because a precious, beautiful 
love is there. Taking the time to be still in the love and pain, 
honoring him with words, memories and this lantern sew a healing 
stitch in a forever broken heart. 
 It is impossible not to feel connected with the water, sand 
and sea of people. Our desire to be with Grayson is something that 
connects us with every other person there. We are all vulnerable in 
our grief, and we are all telling our stories of love. 
 We freely wrote personal messages to him and placed the 
pictures of him on each panel that brought loving memories back. 
We wrote letters to him that shared our love, longing for his 
presence and hoping that he looks down on us joyfully in the way we 
are living our best lives for him now.
 Floating the lantern and spending a connected moment 
with Grayson was absolutely the best part of the experience.

Gabby, Kà eo, Charli and Olivia Gouveia and Joyce Wong 
surround the lantern for Grayson.

Grayson’s lantern �oats out to sea.
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Punahou School Students Learn
the Importance of Service and Giving

The May Respite Night was especially meaningful as Punahou 
School students presented a $5,000 grant to HUGS. It was the 
students’ culmination of a year-long project aimed at teaching 

them about community service, service learning and philanthropy. 
 �is Punahou-HUGS partnership is part of �e Harry &  
Jeanette Weinberg Foundation’s “Educating the Heart Program,” in 
which the students collectively volunteered 100 hours at HUGS and 
documented what they learned from the experience. At Respite, students, 
ranging from 8th grade to Academy (high school) students, are paired up 
as buddies to our HUGS kids. 

 
 “Punahou School volunteers began earning grants through the Weinberg Foundation’s “Educating the Heart” 
program in 1997, and over the years we have been able to donate $88,000 to HUGS,” said Sharan Power, Punahou School 
teacher. She added that the partnership goes back even further to 1993, when Punahou School held annual Family Dinners 
serving spaghetti and pizza for HUGS families at the President’s House lanai on campus and later at HUGS. 
 Encouraging volunteerism is part of the school’s e�ort toward student development in social responsibility and 
community engagement.  
 Mahalo to Punahou School, their student volunteers and the Weinberg Foundation!

“It’s my strong belief that children with illnesses deserve to 
experience life without their illnesses limiting them. HUGS 
does a wonderful job in creating a safe, joyful environment 
for the kids to just be kids. �e kids look forward to playing 
with their buddy in the sand box or the game room. Watching 
them smile and giggle makes volunteering so rewarding that I 
have never thought of it as a ‘ job’ or ‘work.’” – D. Miyasato 

“�ese past respites have been such a memorable experience! 
Seeing the kids having so much fun and smiling is what 
makes my night so enjoyable! HUGS has made a great impact 
in my life. I learned that HUGS helps out the whole family in 
di�erent ways. I think that bringing family together is really 
important.” – B. Bella

Walking for HUGS
Team HUGS, sporting brand new T-shirts donated by 
Sweet Sweet Honey Hawaii and The T-Shirt Lab, was 
just one of the many charities and companies 
participating in the 39th Annual Visitor Industry 
Charity Walk. 

Sixth Annual SibCamp
Twenty-seven campers, ages 7-16, had an unforgettable experience at the 6th Annual HUGS 
SibCamp, held June 2-4, at the YMCA Camp Erdman. The three-day camp gave siblings of 
HUGS children the opportunity to express their feelings and build friendships through 
meaningful activities while also having fun through recreational activities including an 
alpine tower, hiking, kayaking, and more. Camp closed with a kite making activity that 
showed families how they can develop “super power strength” when they work together.
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Easter Family Dinner a Tradition for the Hawaii Air National Guard

A time for parents to share information and enjoy a delicious bu�et dinner 
and fellowship in a comfortable, relaxed setting while children play 
together is the essence of monthly Family Dinners. One of the core 

programs of HUGS, Family Dinners provide opportunities for new families to 
meet and learn from seasoned families who may have gone through similar 
experiences.
 HUGS has been very fortunate to have the support from the community 
with most of the Family Dinners sponsored each month. Due to grants-in-aid 
from the State of Hawaii and City & County of  Honolulu, four of the Family 
Dinners are held in West/Leeward Oahu. 
 One organization that has consistently sponsored a Family Dinner for 21 

consecutive years is the 154th MOF (Maintenance Operations Flight) Wing under the Hawaii Air National Guard. 
 �e April Family Dinner, held at Waikele Community Park, included a picnic spread featuring burgers, fries, pizza, 
as well as cotton candy, popcorn, and a shave ice truck. To the kids’ delight, 
there were fun and games galore with face painting, tattoos, prizes, an Easter 
egg hunt, and more. 
 While MOF sta� have changed over the years, the commitment to 
HUGS remains. “We continue to do it for the kids,” said SMSgt Sean Johnson, 
MOF Superintendent. 
 As an agency of the Federal Government, the Air National Guard 
participates in the Combined Federal Campaign of which HUGS is a partner 
agency. Mike Shima, also with MOF, added, “I tell everyone, if you don’t have a 
cause, choose HUGS.”

Fond Memories of HUGS
 Sally Ann de Brum, a former HUGS mom from the Marshall Islands, keeps connected through 
Facebook. When she learned this was HUGS’ 35th Anniversary, she wrote to share her memories.
 We live in the Marshall Islands, so when my daughter Zoe Abraham was diagnosed with 
ALL (Acute Lymphocytic Leukemia) in September 2008, we moved to Honolulu for treatment. 
Being by ourselves for most of the three years we were there, we joined in many HUGS activities. I 
am so blessed to have been part of this wonderful and loving family. Since I had to put my job on 
hold, money was tight. When times were hard, I would seek help from HUGS, and they were always 
there for my daughter and me. 

  Zoe’s last chemo treatment was in December 2010, and we moved back to the Marshall 
Islands in May 2011. Zoe, now 13, just �nished grade 7 and is doing very well in all her classes. She loves playing the ukulele, 
singing, dancing, swimming, and hanging out with her friends. So far, no complications from her treatment; she is enjoying 
being a normal teenager.
What do we remember most about HUGS and our time in Hawaii?
 One of my cousins would look a�er Zoe so I could join the other moms for Mom’s Nights, which were a blast. �ese 
were ladies who understood what I was going through; we spoke the same “language.”  
 Family events were always so much fun with Zoe, especially Surf4HUGS at Waikiki Beach. Christmas Dinners were 
a treat; she would always ask, “How did they know I wanted something like this?” Hehe… On days a�er chemo, Zoe would 
only eat BBQ chicken and shrimp dumplings from our favorite Chinese restaurant in Kapahulu. 
 Zoe loved going to HUGS, where she felt comfortable and safe. She knew the sta� well. We had the HUGS 
activities calendar on our fridge, and she marked all the Respites so I wouldn’t forget. She would go straight to the swings, 
and whenever I picked her up, she didn’t want to go home, talking nonstop of the activities they did, who was there and how 
she couldn’t wait for the next one.
 �ank you/Komol Tata, HUGS, for all you have done for our family, and Congratulations on 35 years!

Sally Ann de Brum and
Zoe Abraham
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June Jones HUGS Celebrity Golf 
Classic Weekend, June 10-11

June Jones and NFL legends Jack �ompson, Mà a Tanuvasa, and 
Greg Salas attended our HUGS Family Dinner, grilling hamburgers 
for the families and even playing �ag football. It was a prelude to 

the June Jones HUGS Celebrity Golf Classic at Kapolei Golf Club. Coach 
Jones’ aloha for HUGS goes back to 1999. While driving his motorcycle 
past our HUGS house, he saw a Respite event taking place. He stopped 
and was immediately drawn to our mission. �ank you Coach for your 
commitment to HUGS!
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