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Leanne and Lee Kojima were volunteers 
at last July’s Surf4HUGS, helping 
HUGS families on Kuhio Beach. Little 

did they know that they would be on the 
receiving end of HUGS’ services less than a 
year later.  “We’ve gone from giving help to 
receiving help,” Leanne says. “It’s given us a 
different perspective to be on the other side. 
We’re so grateful for everything the HUGS 
staff and volunteers do!”
 Last November, their son Chase, age 3, 
started having fevers and terrible stomach 
pains off-and-on. The first time they took 
him to the emergency room, they were told 
it was probably constipation. “The very next 
night, Chase was in pain again, so we took 
him back to the ER,” Leanne recalls. “We 
were told that his blood work looked ‘unusual’ and more tests 
needed to be done to rule out cancer.” Yet, doctors couldn’t find 
anything and said it was probably constipation and anemia. 
Leanne changed Chase’s diet to include more red meat and a lot 
of prune juice. The fevers and stomach aches continued as Chase 
endured blood tests almost every two weeks.
 On February 12, 2018, the results of Chase’s latest blood test 
were sent to both an oncologist and a gastro-entomologist.  After 
more testing, they had a diagnosis the next day: acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL). Chase was admitted to the 
hospital on February 14, where he stayed for five days. It wasn’t 
the kind of Valentine's Day Leanne was expecting. 
 The Kojimas reacted to the diagnosis with a mix of 
emotions, beginning with relief to finally know what was wrong, 
anxiety over what was to come, then grief over how much this 
would change Chase’s life. 
 “When we accepted that we would get through the 
three-and-a-half-year journey as a family, we quickly went into 
‘robot mode’ and concentrated on doing what needed to get 
done,” Leanne says. 
 For Lee, that meant shaving his head to comfort Chase when 
he lost his hair from the chemo treatments. Lee continues to 
shave his head every month. They also showed Chase "The Last 
Airbender," a movie in which the main character is young and 

bald. Leanne says Chase gets very excited 
when he sees other "airbenders.”
       Leanne says Chase has adapted well and 
has even taken an interest in his treatment. 
When he sees the medical supplies and 
medicines, he asks, “What’s that?” He also 
likes to push the syringe or open the Band-
aid packaging. And after each treatment, he 
would ask, “Am I better now?”
       They became a HUGS family in March. 
“One of the best things about HUGS is 
meeting other families who have gone 
through the journey,” says Leanne. “At 
Family Dinners, Dad’s Night and Mom’s 
Night, Lee and I have received a lot of great 
advice, support and understanding. We 
constantly find ourselves saying, ‘Remember 

what so-and-so said at the HUGS event?’” 
 To reduce Chase’s risk of catching any type of infection, the 
Kojimas decided not to enroll him in preschool. They thought 
he might miss the social interaction, but the HUGS events give 
Chase opportunities to play with other children and not have 
to worry about health concerns. After the last family dinner, 
Leanne says Chase's new favorite outing is going to the HUGS 
House! 
 With Chase, it’s a roller 
coaster, Leanne says. One day he’s 
an active kid, who loves every-
thing from going to playgrounds, 
the Bishop Museum or the 
aquarium, riding his bike, and 
running outside, to watering the 
plants and playing with his little 
sister, Avery. The next day he just 
wants to cuddle and rest. 
 Through it all, the Kojimas 
remain positive and optimistic 
and look forward to Chase’s 
end-of-treatment day: April 23, 
2021.  
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ALOHA

Happy Summer! The mission of HUGS is to strengthen the lives of Hawaii’s 
families who are facing emotional and financial hardships of caring for a 
seriously ill child. Through our family events and programs over the past 36 
years, we have been able to do just that because of the extraordinary efforts of 

our volunteers and board members and generous support of donors. We are deeply grateful to 
everyone who has helped to promote joy and resiliency in Hawaii’s seriously ill children and 
their families during one of the most difficult times in their lives.

On average, we welcome two to six new families to HUGS each month. We’re here to 
provide them with a circle of support to cope with the challenges that accompany their child’s 
illness. We encourage them to attend our events to meet “seasoned” families who have lived 
with the experience of childhood illness and can share much needed support and 
understanding. Our cover story on the Kojimas, who became a HUGS family in March, is one 
such family who is grateful for the insight and guidance from other parents as they navigate 
their unexpected journey. 

One of the unique qualities about HUGS is that there are programs for the entire family 
and for each member of the family. In this issue of HEART TO HEART, you’ll also read about 
SibCamp, and how your support is impacting HUGS siblings. The greatest source of comfort is 
knowing they are not alone. 

Please accept my deepest thanks for being our partner in strengthening Hawaii’s families.  

 Mahalo,

 Joan Naguwa
 Executive Director

AUW Designation #96590
CFC Designation #84333

Board Shorts

HUGS welcomes Christian D. Chambers, a partner at 
Bays Lung Rose Holma in the litigation department, 
as a new Board member. 

Congratulations to Erin Kirihara, Vice President at 
Rider Levett Bucknall, who is among Pacific Business 
News’ 2018 40 Under 40 honorees.

Christian D. Chambers

Erin Kirihara
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Annual HUGS Gala
“Celebrating our Ohana”

May 11, 2018 at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel Hawaii Ballroom

It was a remarkable evening “Celebrating our Ohana” as 390 guests gathered in the Hawaii Ballroom at the Sheraton 
Waikiki Hotel on Friday, May 11, 2018 for our HUGS Gala. 
   Highlights of the evening included a gourmet dinner, mobile silent auction and a spirited live auction and Fund the 

Mission led by auctioneer extraordinaire Eric Schiff. The event honored Alan Oshima, President and CEO of Hawaiian 
Electric, for his outstanding commitment to Hawaii’s keiki and families. In a surprise announcement, Trustee Mark 
Eskander presented HUGS with a very generous gift of $100,000 from the W. Schampeau Charitable Trust. This endowed 
gift will ensure the long-term future of HUGS and was made in memory of Maria Malamed, whose family, Dr. Michael 
Malamed and sons, Chace and Joe, were in attendance. 

The program, emceed by Steve Uyehara and Liz Chun-Uyehara, ended on a high note with a nostalgic performance by 
Kalapana, entertaining the appreciative audience with many of their popular island classic hits and receiving a standing 
ovation. 

With special thanks to our generous sponsors, donors and friends, the event raised more than $300,000 for Hawaii’s 
seriously ill children and their families.  

HUGS Board President Cal Chipchase (right) 
presents a gift to Alan Oshima.

Moms received a carnation from our HUGS 
children in celebration of Mother’s Day.

Robert and Lauren Dawson (Gala co-chair) 
and guests gather for a photo.

Malani Bilyeu of Kalapana sings 
“For You I’d Chase A Rainbow.”

- Photos by David Livingston and One Love Photography -
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HUGS Gala Sponsors and Friends
Gold Sponsors
Hawaii Cancer Care / Oncotech 
Hawaiian Electric Companies
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
Stanford Carr Development 
Tiki’s Grill & Bar 

Silver Sponsors
Allied Builders System 
Bank of Hawaii 
Central Pacific Bank 
Dura Constructors, Inc.
First Hawaiian Bank 
HEI 
HMSA 
Island Insurance Companies 
Locations Foundation 
Nan Inc 
Pulama Lana‘i 
Zippy’s 

Bronze Sponsors
aio
Albert C. Kobayashi, Inc.
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc.
American Savings Bank
Bays Lung Rose Holma
Cades Schutte LLP
Robert & Lauren Dawson
Friends of Robert & 
 Lauren Dawson
Goodfellow Bros., Inc.
Hawaiian Properties, Ltd.
Hawaiian Telcom
HFM Foodservice
Hung Wo & Elizabeth Lau Ching   
 Foundation
Elizabeth M. Ignacio, M.D. & 
 David Kostecki
Kapi‘olani Medical Center for 
 Women & Children
Manulele Distillers LLC
Barbara Marumoto-Coons
Rider Levett Bucknall
R. M. Towill Corporation 
Ronald N.S. Ho & Associates

Sunset Ranch
Title Guaranty of Hawaii
Wikoff Combs & Co., LLC

Friends of HUGS
Carr, Gouveia + Associates,   
 CPAs, Inc.
Edwin T and Eleanor L Meyer 
 Charitable Trust
Mark Eskander
First Insurance Company of   
 Hawaii
HawaiiUSA FCU Foundation
Matson Inc. 
MMM Insurance Services, Inc. 
Wera Panow-Loui 
Nigel and Alicia Pentland
Ted and Kari Rachlin
Jean E. Rolles
Rocco Sansone
The Queen’s Health Systems
Mark Yamada

Special thanks to our HUGS Gala Committee, auction and Mom’s Heart of Gold donors, and 
our Event Volunteers for helping to make it an amazing evening. 

Central Pacific Bank‘s successful employee fundraising 
campaign, which included a 50% match from the Central 
Pacific Bank Foundation, raised more than $100,637 for 

four nonprofit organizations. HUGS was among the beneficiaries, 
receiving $29,521! HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa was 
there for the check presentation at the bank’s CPB Walks for You 
event on May 19 at the Honolulu Zoo, attended by more than 600 
employees and their families. Big Hugs to Central Pacific Bank 
for this generous gift.  

CPB Walks for You Raises 
$29,521 for HUGS

HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa, CPB mascot Alex
and CPB President & CEO Catherine Ngo.

Photo courtesy of Central Pacific Bank. 
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As a sister or brother of a child with a serious illness, siblings sometimes feel left out or “different.” For the seventh 
year, HUGS held SibCamp, bringing together 28 siblings, ages 7-16, for a memorable weekend that was packed 
with fun, recreational activities and new friendships. This year’s SibCamp was held June 8-10 at the YMCA Camp 

Erdman. 
Campers enjoyed the alpine tower, giant swing, gaga ball, archery, human foosball, and swimming, as well as eating 

S’mores around the campfire and night crabbing. All activities were designed to provide special attention to our HUGS 
siblings, increase their self-esteem, meet others in similar situations, and develop coping skills to deal with the challenges of 
being a sibling.

As part of its new community service project, the team from ProService Hawaii organized a picture scavenger hunt and 
surprised each sibling with a special gift, ranging from an ukulele, a scooter, Barbie, and backpacks, to books, shoes and gift 
cards. “How did they know?” was the common question among many. On the last day, campers wrote what they were most 
thankful for on paper leaves and flowers, covering the Sib Tree.  Everyone went home tired and happy.  

Siblings Have a Memorable Time at SibCamp

Siblings enjoyed the climbing wall.

The ProService team surprised the campers with gifts.

Gaga Ball was a big hit this year.

This year’s SibCamp was made possible with funding from the Friends of Hawaii Charities, 
Hawaii Lodging & Tourism Association, Hawaii Bowl Foundation, NFL Foundation, and ProService Hawaii. 

AlohaCare also supported SibCamp with water bottles for all. 
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Punahou School students presented HUGS with a check for $5,000 at the May 
Respite Night. Over the past academic year, students performed 100 hours of 
service at HUGS, volunteering as buddies to our HUGS kids during Respite 

events. It was part of the school’s participation in The Harry & Jeanette Weinberg 
Foundation, Inc.’s Educating the Heart Program that focuses on service learning by 
teaching students about community service and philanthropy. 

The long-running Harry & Jeanette Weinberg Foundation-Punahou School-HUGS 
partnership goes back to 1997, and this partnership is credited to Sharan Power, a 
Punahou School Latin teacher who championed the program through the years. Sharan 
retired this past June, and we thank her for her strong commitment to educating 
Hawaii’s youth through service learning at HUGS. Best wishes Sharan!  

Educating the Heart Program 
Gives $5,000 to HUGS

Sharan Power and HUGS 
Volunteer Coordinator 

Alan Castillo.

Three outstanding community-minded groups 
recently performed service projects at HUGS. 
Mahalo for your time and hard work and for 

choosing to make a difference for HUGS!
On Saturday, April 21, members of the Rotary Club 

of East Honolulu transformed the yard around the HUGS 
house, making it safer for our HUGS children and their 
families. The memory garden looks so much prettier with 
two new hibiscus plants and no weeds. They also cut down 
old trees and cleared the property.

This year, the Georgetown Club of Hawaii selected 
HUGS for its annual Hoyas Give Baxa: A Day of 

Community Service. On Saturday, April 28, Georgetown alumni painted the 10 picnic tables that are used regularly at 
Family Dinners, Respite and other events. They also changed the tarp. 

The team from Marsh spent a half day at HUGS on Friday, May 18, tackling a number of projects that ranged from 
painting the porch and deck, power washing the sidewalk, and pulling weeds in the sandbox, to sanitizing the toys.  

Beautifying HUGS

Rotary Club of East Honolulu

Georgetown Alumni of Hawaii Team Marsh
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PHOTO GALLERY

Team HUGS had its largest presence ever in this year’s 40th 
Annual Visitor Industry Charity Walk. Friends from Punahou 
School, Kapiolani Community College Nursing Program, Inspire 
Church/Arise 5, New Hope Leeward, Tory Burch Ala Moana, and 
a HUGS family joined us on the 5.25-mile walk that began at Ala 
Moana Beach Park through Waikiki and back, enjoying the sun-
shine, fresh air and all the delicious refreshments along the way. 

Team HUGS has Strong Showing at 
Visitor Industry Charity Walk

Painting with a Purpose for HUGS Honolulu City Council Recognizes HUGS

Budding Picassos gathered at Painting with a Twist in Kakaako for a fun 
and enjoyable night out benefiting HUGS. Following step-by-step 
instructions, each participant explored their creativity and went home 
with her own rendition of a water lily.

Introduced by Council Member Trevor Ozawa, the Honolulu City Council 
recognized HUGS, the Board of Directors and Staff with an honorary certif-
icate for dedicated and selfless service in “providing support, compassion 
and aloha to families with seriously ill children for over 36 years.”

Many former HUGS volunteers look back on their experience as rewarding, such as Matthew Jinoo Shin 
Buck, who now lives in Washington, DC. He started volunteering at HUGS in 2008 as a Punahou School 8th 
grader through the school’s Educating the Heart Program and continued through his high school years, 
graduating in 2013. Sharan Power was his 8th grade Latin and homeroom teacher, whom he said was “an 
amazing teacher - one of my favorites!” 

“Coming to volunteer for Respites and Family Dinners [at HUGS] is one of my favorite memories because I loved playing 
with kids, and I found it unbelievably rewarding, especially after making an effort to try to volunteer at every event 
starting around my sophomore or junior year, to see the kids grow up and build relationships with parents and families. 
Not only that, the HUGS staff was always wonderfully friendly and supportive. I think that volunteering at HUGS and 
learning patience and kindness from the HUGS staff, as well as strength from the HUGS kids and families was a big part 
of me growing up as a person.”

Help, Understanding
& Group Support

MEMORIES
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Servco Foundation Selects HUGS 
for Community Grant

“My daughter has had leukemia twice and our family 
endured almost seven years of treatments and 
hospitalizations. HUGS offered Mom’s Nights and 
Dad’s Nights for us to get away with other parents 
and share fun, laughter, sorrow, and tears. Once a 
month, there is Family Dinner and activities. HUGS 
also offered Respite for us to drop off our child for 
four hours so we could have a date night to regroup 
and let out stress. It was Kamalani’s favorite place 
to go. She would be running out the door before we 
could even put the car in Park. I, like most 
families, would say, ‘I don’t know how I would have 
survived without an organization like HUGS.’ So 
many families out there need to meet other families 
with life-threatening illnesses so that we feel like we 

are NOT alone and we can be understood by others in the same boat.”
This nomination by HUGS Mom Karen Aetonu captured the hearts of Servco employees, which resulted in a 

$20,000 grant to HUGS in the special needs category from Servco Foundation via Aloha United Way. HUGS was 
one of three nonprofits chosen from nearly 2,000 nominations submitted by the public for more than 80 charities.

Glenn Inouye (Servco Senior Vice President), Joan 
Naguwa, HUGS Board President Cal Chipchase, Karen 

and Kamalani Aetonu, and Rick Ching (Servco President 
& COO). Photo courtesy of Servco Pacific.


