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When Skyla Rose was 
6 months old, her 
parents, Evelyn and 

Randy Teguh, noticed that her 
chronic ear infections, diarrhea 
and flaky scalp issues weren’t 
normal.  They took her to 
different doctors who gave her 
different medications but the 
symptoms continued.

In January 2017, they went 
to California to be with Randy’s 
mother who was terminally 
ill.  Skyla’s symptoms persisted 
so they took her to a clinic in 
Orange County for a biopsy.  
Randy’s mom passed away on 
February 18; they were still filled with grief when they got the 
results of Skyla’s blood test six days later.  The diagnosis was 
Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis (LCH), a rare disorder that 
produces too many Langerhans cells and can damage the body’s 
immune system. 

“We just felt numb,” said Randy upon getting the news.  “It 
was the day of my mom’s viewing when we got the phone call.  
There was a lot going on, and it was tough to handle it all,” he 
added.

“We weren’t sure what to do since we were away from home. 
There was still a lot to do in California regarding my mom’s 
affairs, including selling the house, and my dad, who’s blind, 
would be coming to live with us.  We were frantically trying to 
brace for the challenges ahead,” Randy continued.

Skyla started chemotherapy treatments in mid-March after 
they got back to Hawaii.  For the first three months, she went 
to the hospital to receive outpatient chemotherapy injections 
for five days straight and got three weeks off.  The treatments 
were given intravenously for five more months, achieving better 

results.  Because Skyla’s skin, 
ears, intestines, and bones were 
affected, her condition is 
considered high-risk.  LCH 
affects about one in 200,000 
children, usually under the age 
of 2.

Currently, Skyla takes 
antibiotics every weekend twice 
a day. So far, her scans have 
been good.  The Teguhs learned 
about HUGS from their social 
worker at Kapiolani Medical 
Center for Women & Children 
and became a HUGS family in 
July of last year. 

“Before HUGS, we spent so 
much time focusing on Skyla and her younger brother, Ezekiel.  
HUGS has given us a chance to breathe and still enjoy our fami-
ly.”  They regularly participate in HUGS Family Dinners, Mom’s 
Nights, Dad’s Nights, and other special events.

Evelyn is currently a stay-at-home mom caring for two 
toddlers and her father-in-law while Randy is busy working as 
a CPA.  Mom’s Nights are a welcome break for her. Skyla is also 
becoming more comfortable at Respite events, allowing Evelyn 
and Randy to enjoy an evening alone. 

At the Family Picnic at Waikele Community Park in March, 
Skyla had a great day, having an octopus painted on her face, 
looking for Easter eggs, and enjoying eating cotton candy, shave 
ice and ice cream.

“It has been very humbling to be around other HUGS 
families with such amazing stories,” said Evelyn.  “Having the 
great support that HUGS provides has changed the way we look 
at things.”  

The Teguh Family
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ALOHA!

“The world is hugged by the faithful arms of volunteers.”
    - Terri Guillemets

This couldn’t be more true than here at HUGS. It was 36 years ago that a 
group of compassionate volunteers at Unity Church of Hawaii recognized that 

families with seriously ill children were constantly challenged financially, socially, spiritually, 
and emotionally. They felt our Hawaii families shouldn’t have to go through this journey alone. 
They envisioned a place that would provide support, compassion and aloha to these families.

Today, volunteers are the backbone of HUGS.  We couldn’t do it without them.  Each 
year, they contribute more than 6,000 hours of service in almost every aspect of HUGS.  These 
include the high school and college students who are buddies to our HUGS kids at our Respite 
events; the social work and medical school student interns who are gaining experience in their 
fields; the companies and community organizations whose employees and members lend a 
hand at Family Dinners, our HUGS Gala and other events; members of service organizations 
who do projects to beautify our HUGS house; and our dedicated Board of Directors who 
willingly share their leadership skills, expertise and resources with HUGS.  They each make a 
huge impact on improving the lives of our HUGS children and families. 

And I can sincerely say that the success of HUGS depends on the many contributions of 
our volunteers. A big Mahalo to all our volunteers, for sharing your time and talents.  It’s a 
privilege to work with all of you!  

 Mahalo,

 Joan Naguwa
 Executive Director

AUW Designation #96590
CFC Designation #84333

Volunteers Are the Heart of HUGS
By Alan Castillo, Volunteer Coordinator

Being a full-time college student 
requires time and effort. Being a   
volunteer requires heart. Ben Likio, 

one of our HUGS volunteers, has 
successfully combined the two. 
Volunteering at HUGS is a way of giving 
back, because he’s a HUGS sibling.  

In 2001, the Likios became a HUGS 
family when Ben’s younger sister was 
diagnosed with leukemia. Growing up 
in HUGS allowed him to experience our 
programs firsthand and the difference it 
has made for his family. He began 

volunteering at HUGS while in high school and received the HUGS Outstanding Volunteer 
Award in 2013 when he was 15 years old. Today, Ben is a valued HUGS volunteer who assists us 
at monthly Respite gatherings and Family Dinners. 

Ben Likio with a HUGS kid during Respite Night

Continued on page 3
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Once a participant in our Annual SibCamp for siblings, ages 7-16, of a seriously ill child, he’s now a camp counselor, and 
an ideal one at that. He can relate to the young participants’ struggles, offering understanding and encouragement, because 
“he’s one of them,” he said. Being a camp counselor has taught him patience and humility. Ben is often asked to share his 
personal story as a means to educate and to inspire action and support. Although his volunteerism was spurred by his desire 
to give back, it has grown to become so much more. Ben sees this as an opportunity to prepare himself for a career in 
secondary education. He has grown to become a role model, mentor, friend, and volunteer extraordinaire. 

April is National Volunteer Month, and it is with deep appreciation that we recognize Ben, along with all of our HUGS 
volunteers for their time, love and support. Our children and families are at the very heart of HUGS, but our volunteers are 
the heartbeat. We couldn’t do all that we do without the help of HUGS volunteers.   

First Neighbor Island Event Brings 
Hilo Families Together

Twenty-seven family members gathered at the Panaewa Rainforest Zoo and Gardens in February for the first, fun-filled 
HUGS family lunch in Hilo.  It was a beautiful, sunny day for families from East Hawaii to meet and get to know one 
another, playing “People Bingo.”  The children enjoyed the many animals in the nation’s only rainforest zoo as well as 

in the petting zoo. 
Among the families enjoying the event was the Ponce-Riviera family. HUGS child, Cerciyana, and HUGS mom, Nicole, 

are happy to be back home with the rest of their family in Hilo, after being in Honolulu for treatment.  “HUGS has been the 
most uplifting and positive thing to happen to us,” said Nicole.

The event provided an opportunity for families to share their experiences and develop mutual networks. By the end 
of the event, phone numbers were being exchanged.  This Hilo gathering was the first of the annual events on the neighbor 
islands made possible through a generous grant from The GIFT Foundation of Hawaii.  A family event was recently held on 
Maui, with others planned for Kauai and Kona.

The grant is also enabling HUGS to create an electronic support group via a social media app for neighbor island 
families to continue peer support connections.

For more information about volunteering at HUGS, visit our website, 
www.hugshawaii.org, or email me at alan@hugshawaii.org.

The animals at the Zoo were fun for kids People Bingo helped families meet and get to know each other

Continuation of Volunteers Story:
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2018 Honoree – Alan Oshima
HUGS is pleased to honor Alan Oshima, President & CEO of Hawaiian 
Electric Company, for his business leadership and commitment to the 
community.  Alan first joined Hawaiian Electric in 2008 as a member of 
the Board of Directors.  In 2011, he left the board to serve at HEI, Hawaiian 
Electric’s parent company, as Executive Vice President for Corporate and 
Community Advancement and President of the HEI Charitable Foundation. 
He was named to his current position in 2014. 

His prior work experience includes serving as Senior Vice President, 
General Counsel and Corporate Secretary at Hawaiian Telcom from 2005 
to 2008 and later as a Senior Adviser and Director, helping the company 
successfully emerge from reorganization in 2010.  Alan also founded the law 

firm Oshima Chun Fong & Chung. 
He has received the Hawaii State Bar Association Pro Bono Service Award and has been recognized 

by the Hawaii Institute of Public Affairs and the Public Schools of Hawaii Foundation for his leader-
ship and commitment to improving public education in Hawaii.  In addition, Alan is also active with 
Hawaii 3Rs and the YMCA of Honolulu. 

2018 HUGS Gala – “Celebrating Our Ohana”
Join us for an exciting evening!

HUGS’ annual HUGS Gala will be held on Friday, May 11, 2018, 5:30 to 9:00 p.m., at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.  The 
festive evening will include a gourmet dinner, exciting silent and live auction offerings, and a special live performance by 
Kalapana. Steve Uyehara and Liz Chun Uyehara will serve as emcees.

Table sponsorships are available from $3,500 to $8,000.  Please call 808-732-4846 or visit our website at 
www.hugshawaii.org/calendar. 

Kalapana, one of Hawaii’s most popular bands that made its debut in the 1970s, produced a steady stream of hits,  
including “Naturally,” “Nightbird,” “The Hurt,” and “You Make It Hard,” that have become island classics.  Today,  
Kalapana still stands as a symbol of inspiration for contemporary Hawaiian music.

The silent auction will use mobile bidding.  Those who are unable to attend the HUGS Gala will still be able  
to place bids on our 501 Auctions.com/hugsgala2018 website beginning on May 9. 

With Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 13, the HUGS Gala would be the perfect start to a special Mother’s Day weekend.  
The Sheraton Waikiki has made a block of rooms available at $199 plus taxes and resort fee.  Call Reservations  
at 808-921-4611 by April 27, 2018 and ask for the HUGS Fundraiser Room Block or provide the group code SGHUGS.

“The HUGS Gala provides a wonderful opportunity to support HUGS while enjoying the company of good friends and 
colleagues,” said Anne Lee and Lauren Dawson, HUGS Gala Co-Chairs.  “The Sheraton is preparing an excellent meal and 
we’ve collected an array of great auction items.  Kalapana is sure to be the highlight of the evening.”  

Proceeds from the HUGS Gala will support our programs and services
which are all available to HUGS families without charge.

Alan Oshima
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Building the Bumbucha Ice Cream Sundae 

Each year, the HUGS Board of Directors sponsors a Family Dinner for our HUGS families at our HUGS center. It’s a 
casual, relaxed event that provides an opportunity for Board members to meet our families and vice versa. Charlie 
Loomis, Vice President of Land Assets at Alexander & Baldwin, Inc., has organized the Board dinner for a number of 

years.  One of his specialties is his legendary Bumbucha Ice Cream Sundae. A big kid at heart, Charlie says you must have a 
tub large enough to hold everything, and it’s more fun to let the kids have a hand in building this gastronomical 
masterpiece.  

HUGS Introduces New Ho‘okele 
Case Management Program

HUGS introduced its new case management program in October, to fill a need among HUGS 
families for additional comprehensive support. Known as Hò okele, the program was made 
possible through a grant-in-aid from the City and County of Honolulu.  Judith Wilhoite, who was 

hired as case manager to oversee the program, has met with more than 20 families to date to identify and 
facilitate connections to community resources to meet their needs. 

“With a formal case management program, we’re able to help our families meet a variety of their 
changing needs during their journey of life-threatening childhood illness,” said HUGS Executive 
Direcor Joan Naguwa.  “Over the years, our families have told us that they could benefit from 
support with referrals to services such as job placement/search programs, financial assistance with 

emergency rental or utility payments, or individual and family counseling.  We research local resources, facilitate 
connections with resources and follow up with families to ensure their needs are satisfied.” 

“It’s been very gratifying to get to know our HUGS families and help meet their individual needs. Some are simple, 
whereas others are more involved,” said Judith. “For one family, it was finding a music therapy program for their son who 
suffers from neurological disorders. For another, it was facilitating a payment schedule with the hospital for huge medical 
bills. We’ve also helped a few families get their electricity back on after a few missed utility bill payments due to their 
financial struggles,” Judith added. 

Hò okele is well on its way of serving 40 families during this first year and is already making a difference for families. 
One family said, “Thank you very much for helping us. We would have never found out about this on our own.”  

3 4-quart tubs of vanilla ice cream
3 bottles of chocolate syrup
3 cans of whipped cream topping
8 paper cups filled with M&M’s
8 paper cups filled with Oreo
 cookie chips

Start with the ice cream. Then pour the chocolate 
syrup. Next, squirt on the whipped cream and top with 
M&M’s and cookie chips. Yum! It’s a true ice cream 
lover’s dream. But you must eat quickly before it turns 
into a milkshake.HUGS kids get in the act of building the

Bumbucha Ice Cream Sundae 

Judith Wilhoite
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“Stressless” Promotion Supports HUGS
C.S. Wo & Sons raised $10,750 for HUGS through 
HomeWorld Furniture’s partnership with Ekornes. 
The successful holiday charity promotion offered 
discounts on Stressless recliners to consumers who 
made a donation to HUGS. 

Pancake Day at M.A.C. 24/7
M.A.C. 24/7, home of the M.A.C. Daddy Pancake 
Challenge, celebrated Pancake Day by donating a 
portion of pancake sales to HUGS.

Twenty-three Years with Hawaii Air 
National Guard

The March Family Lunch, sponsored by the 
Hawaii Air National Guard for the 23rd year, was an 
Easter-themed event featuring fun and games, egg 
hunts, delicious picnic foods, plus a specialty HUGS 
cake!
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Zippy’s Has a Big Heart for HUGS
Zippy’s hosted two HUGS families to a special dinner at its Ewa Beach and Kaneohe locations to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day. Our families are grateful to Zippy’s for their support and generosity. 

Arise Five’s Canned Food Drive
The generosity of the ladies of Arise Five at Inspire 
Church continues with a recent donation of 800 
canned goods to fill our HUGS Kokua Kupboard. 

The Razon-Olds family with staff at Zippy’s Ewa Beach The Colunga family at Zippy’s Kaneohe

Looking for a special Mother’s Day gift but don’t have enough time to go to the mall? AmazonSmile is a 
convenient way to do your shopping for Mother’s Day while supporting HUGS for Hawaii’s Seriously Ill 
Children and Their Families at the same time.  When you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact 
same low prices, vast selection and convenient, crowd-free shopping experience as Amazon.com, and 
Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase to HUGS.  Go to smile.amazon.com/99-0213594. 
Happy shopping!

Mother’s Day is May 13 – Shop on AmazonSmile!
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Consider Leaving a Legacy for HUGS

Your support of HUGS has made a difference in improving the quality 
of life for Hawaii’s families as they face the emotional and financial 
hardships of caring for a seriously ill child.  As you think about the 

future, please consider a legacy gift to HUGS that will ensure Hawaii’s 
families are served by HUGS not only today but for generations to come.

There are various ways to support HUGS with a planned gift that is 
arranged in the present and allocated at a future date. It could be naming 
HUGS in your will or trust or as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or 
retirement account.  A planned gift can be made with cash, stocks or real 
estate.

If HUGS is already in your estate plan, thank you!  Please let us know 
about your plans so we can thank you and make sure your wishes are honored.

If you don’t have a will, now is a good time to start planning, and please consider including a bequest to HUGS in your 
estate plans.  Contact HUGS for suggested “bequest language” and our tax ID for you to share with your attorney.

HUGS is pleased to be a partner with the Hawai`i Community Foundation in its Hawaii Legacy Giving Campaign.
For more information, call HUGS at 808-380-6924.


