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Born to be Brave
ALLY’S JOURNEY 

On a November morning last year, 
Allyson “Ally” Tamayose, then age 

11, woke up with an extremely sore muscle 
in her left thigh following soccer practice 
the day before. For a preteen active in 
soccer and track, a pulled muscle was not 
uncommon. Her parents, Dayle Liu and 
Tory Tamayose, weren’t concerned at first, 
and took her to a massage therapist to 
treat it. With the pain still lingering a few 
months later in January 2018, they took 
Ally to see a specialist in pediatric sports 
medicine. 

“When an x-ray confirmed a tumor 
in Ally’s left femur, we were hit with a mix 
of emotions – shock, disbelief, fear, and 
sadness,” Dayle said. An MRI and bone 
biopsy followed. Ally was diagnosed with 
osteosarcoma, a type of bone cancer that 
occurs in preteens and teens. 

“On January 22, Ally started 
chemotherapy treatments. Our lives were 
turned upside down, trying to deal with 
Ally’s diagnosis, going to all of the doctor’s 
appointments, and keeping up with daily 
life,” Tory added. 

The treatments were tough, taking a 
toll on the whole family. Dayle and Tory 
learned about HUGS while at the hospital 
and became a HUGS family in February. 
They were hoping to find sibling support 
for their younger daughter, Keely, age 
8, who was feeling left out, with their 
family life focused primarily around Ally’s 
schedule of treatments. The HUGS staff 
suggested SibCamp, HUGS’ three-day 
camp just for siblings. 

“Keely was homesick at first, especially 
because she didn’t know anyone. She 

stayed and was glad that she did. Keely 
loved the bonfire because she got to stay 
up late and liked climbing the rock wall 
and the Alpine Tower because that gave 
her a sense of accomplishment,” Dayle 
said. “Best of all, she made new friends 
and realized there are other siblings who 
feel exactly how she feels.” Keely was even 
comfortable enough around her new 
friends to dance hula during the camp’s 
impromptu talent show. 

“HUGS has played a big part in our 
lives and has provided us a lot of support,” 
said Dayle. “Through the many events 
offered, we’ve been able to spend quality 
time together as a family and meet so 
many families.”

The Tamayoses were among the 
families who attended Surf4HUGS in 
August. Surfing was an exciting, first-
time experience for both Ally and Keely. 
Ally laid down on the board as one of the 
volunteers paddled in and out for her, 
while Keely was able to stand up on the 
board. Dayle said they both had so much 
fun and didn’t want to get out of the water. 
“I felt free!” Ally exclaimed. 

“I don’t like being referred to as ‘the 
sick girl’ or ‘the cancer patient,’ ” she said. 
“I still attend school and do my homework 
although I did miss my second semester 
of sixth grade because of the treatments.” 
Ally started 7th grade at Highlands 
Intermediate School in Pearl City this fall. 

“I like when people just treat me 
like a normal person, not like someone 
who’s sick. It helps me deal with having 
osteosarcoma,” Ally added. Between 
treatments, Ally underwent a major, 15-
hour surgery to remove the tumor in April. 
She also goes to physical therapy once a 
week. Her nine months of chemotherapy 
are almost over; then follow-up care 
begins. 

Throughout her journey, she stays 
positive by doing things that make her 
happy. “My parents have a Facebook page 
called ‘Ally Tamayose’s Journey.’ I like to 
look back at how far I’ve come since being 
diagnosed,” she added.

At SibCamp, siblings were asked, 
“What is the one thing you would like 
people to know about your sister or 
brother?” Keely’s answer about Ally was, 
“My sister was born to be brave.” Powerful 
words from an 8-year-old.  

The Tamayose Family with World Surfing 
Champion John John Florence at Surf4HUGS
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ALOHA

Since HUGS’ founding 36 years ago, we have been blessed with the outpouring 
of support from every corner of our community to fulfill our mission of 
improving the quality of life for Hawaii’s families with seriously ill children. 

The past few months have been simply amazing, thanks to the generosity of so many 
individuals, corporations and organizations.  The HUGS house, in particular, is looking 
especially good with a brand new roof.  A group of 30 volunteers from Haas Insulation and 
other companies installed a new roof in two days. This was no small feat, considering the house 
is nearly a hundred years ago and there were layers of patchwork shingles. In July, a team of 
employees from First Hawaiian Bank spent their Saturday sprucing up the exterior of our 
HUGS house with painting the back porch, weed whacking, cleaning the playground equipment, 
as well as assembling school backpacks and making greeting cards for our HUGS kids. 

Our HUGS families were overjoyed by two special events over the summer.  Celebration 
of Life brought families together to remember and honor our HUGS children who have passed. 
This beautiful annual celebration is a special day when our families come together to support one 
another, made possible by Locations Foundation and Sunset Ranch.  Fifteen years ago, Brett 
and Dee Thomas created Surf4HUGS as a way to involve their children and surf-loving friends 
in giving back to the community. The event is one of the most favorite events of the year with 
more community support than ever. 

Our neighbor island families also receive a boost. One HUGS program that assists these 
families while their child is hospitalized on Oahu is Sammy’s Keiki Aloha Fund, supported by 
Sammy Hagar, known as “The Red Rocker,” and his Hagar Family Foundation. This year, HUGS 
has supported 50 families with this fund through September, an increase of 16%. Saint Michael 
and All Angels Episcopal Church in Lihue, Kauai, is also eager to support Garden Island 
families and is earmarking some of the proceeds of its October Who Dunnit? Gala to HUGS. 
You can read more about these partnerships in this issue of Heart to Heart.

Our success is the community’s success. We are so grateful for the kind and generous 
support of our community and corporate partners, individual donors, Board members and 
volunteers, that helps families like the Tamayoses, our featured cover story. HUGS exists because 
of all of you and all that you make possible. Mahalo from the bottom of our hearts.  

Mahalo,

Joan Naguwa
Executive Director

AUW Designation #96590
CFC Designation #84333

Save the Date! Aloha for Hawaii Charities is Coming Up!
HUGS will be participating again in Aloha for Hawaii 
Charities. When you donate through Aloha for Hawaii 
Charities between November 15, 2018 to January 15, 2019, 
your charitable gift will have a greater impact on the lives of 
Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. We’ll receive 
your generous contribution, plus the Friends of Hawaii 
Charities will also give a bonus boost, part of a $100,000 
matching gift raised at the 2019 Sony Open. Go to 
www.friendsofhawaii.org,and select HUGS.
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HUGS welcomes four new members who bring diverse experiences and expertise to the Board of Directors. They include:

HUGS Welcomes New Board Members

Lauren Kwon Dawson, PhD, 
ABPP, is a board certified clinical 
neuropsychologist. Lauren served as 
this year’s HUGS Gala co-chair.

Ben Morgan is Vice President – Field 
Services at Hawaiian Telcom. His 
responsibilities include overseeing 
the Central Office, Dispatch and Field 
Operations teams, and the company’s 
Network Support Services Operations 
Center. In addition, he also leads 
and guides the Customer Experience 
program.

Theresa van Greunen, APR, 
is Senior Director of Corporate 
Communications at Aqua-Aston 
Hospitality, a Honolulu-based 
company that manages full-service 
resorts, boutique hotels, condominium 
hotels, and budget lodging.

Kevin Yim is Vice President of 
Zippy’s and its affiliated companies, 
including Napoleon’s Bakery, Food 
Solutions International, A Catered 
Experience, and Pomaikai Ballrooms.

A New Roof for HUGS

HUGS received a brand new roof, thanks to the generosity of Haas Insulation and other businesses. 

A crew of 30 roofers were hard at work in the blazing heat on September 8 and 9 to replace the old roof. The major roof 
replacement project involved scraping off three layers of existing shingles, installing new plywood, tar paper, hurricane 

clips and new shingles, replacing some of the rotting eaves, and site clean-up.
The HUGS center is an old house that was built in the 1920s, and the roof has been in disrepair for years. Portions of 

the roof had been patched over the years, but it has never had a new roof put on it due to the high costs of replacing a roof. It 
needed a complete overhaul. 

“The weight of the old roof was taking a toll on the rest of the house. This roof should last for another 30 years,” said 
Aaron Wallen, owner of Haas Insulation. “When I heard about the HUGS mission, I was eager to lend a hand.” All of the labor, 
roofing materials, plywood, forklift, and two dumpsters to collect the debris were donated. 

“We are so grateful to Haas Insulation, RSI Roofing and Supply, On Top Roofing, Herc Rentals, and all the roofers who 
came to work on the roof,” said HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa. “We would not have been able to afford a project of 
this magnitude without their support.”  
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Celebration of Life Honors Our HUGS Angels

“It was an honor to participate in HUGS’ Celebration of Life. The day was very special. It 
was filled with fun, creative and meaningful activities for the families. The tree ceremony 

was especially touching, and being able to plant a tree gave us the opportunity to establish a 
living memorial for our son, Kalā. His tree will be there for years to come, and it will remind 
all of us that he lived, and he is not forgotten. We will always miss our son, but he lives in our 
hearts and in the hearts of the people he touched.” 

Those are the thoughts of HUGS Mom Kainani Enos-Peter who attended this year’s 
Celebration of Life with her family on Sunday, July 22, 2018, at the beautiful Sunset Ranch in 
Pupukea. 

The event’s highlight was taking the short hike to the grove of young koa trees dedicated 
to our HUGS children who have passed. The trees, a little taller than a year ago, are symbols 
of each child’s strength and bravery, keeping their legacies alive. This year, 11 new families 
attended Celebration of Life, including the Enos-Peter Family as well as one family each from 
Maui and Kauai. Other activities included making butterfly chandeliers, painting memory 

stones, and enjoying lunch and each other’s company amid the breathtaking and peaceful scenery. The rain throughout the day 
could not dampen the spirits of our HUGS families and volunteers. 

Our heartfelt Mahalo to Sunset Ranch and Locations Foundation for making it a memorable Celebration of Life for our 
HUGS families.  

Photos by Christine Sadoy Photography
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15th Annual Surf4HUGS Provides Joy and Surfboards 
for HUGS Families

It was a perfect summer day at Kuhio Beach for the 15th Annual Surf4HUGS on Saturday, August 11, 2018. The sun was 
shining, the breeze was blowing, and lunch was prepared by Rainbow Drive-In and friends. Our HUGS kids were having 

a fun time in the waves and two-time Surfing World Champion John John Florence made a special appearance. What could 
possibly top all that? Eight-foot surfboards for all of our HUGS families to take home! 

“This was our 15th year of Surf4HUGS, and we wanted to do something special for the HUGS kids,” said Brett Thomas, 
who along with his wife, Dee, wanted to teach their then-teenage children, Torrey and Leila, about giving back to the 
community. It was Torrey and Leila who came up with the idea for Surf4HUGS in 2003. “It was a grass roots effort in the early 
years and continued to grow over the years,” he added.

“Dee and I brainstormed and thought, ‘Wouldn’t it be great to give surfboards to the kids?’” recalled Brett. “Thanks to 
donations from Bank of Hawaii and Orion Barels, we were able to purchase the surfboards, and it was really cool that John 
John agreed to sign each of the boards.”

Up until a few months ago, Harper Cude, age 8, was receiving treatment for Rhabdomyosarcoma and didn’t have the 
energy to do much. Now that she has finished treatment, Harper was able to participate in Surf4HUGS for the first time. Mom 
Erin said, “This was such an incredible experience for Harper and her siblings. She’s even talking about taking surfing lessons 
to improve her skills for next year’s event! This was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for us, and we are so grateful.” 

Special thanks to Brett and Dee Thomas, Koa Board Sports for the rash guards and use of the surfboards, Rainbow 
Drive-In for providing lunch for all, Sobel Westex for the beach towels, Ted Coons for the soft drinks, and all the awesome 
volunteers—surfers, Hawaiian Airlines-Airport Operations, Banana Republic and C.S. Wo & Sons—for making it an 
amazing day our HUGS children and their families will always remember.  

Photos by One Love Photography
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Sammy’s Keiki Aloha Fund Helps Neighbor Island Families

When a child on a neighbor island has a major medical 
condition that can’t be treated in his or her own 

community, the child is often medivacked to Oahu for 
emergency treatment or hospitalization. Oftentimes, families 
don’t have time to pack and come with just the clothes on 
their back. Through the generosity of the Hagar Family 
Foundation, HUGS offers a one-time stipend for daily living 
expenses through Sammy’s Keiki Aloha Fund. 

Rock & Roll Hall of Famer Sammy Hagar’s philosophy 
is to support people who need immediate help in 
communities where his restaurants, Sammy’s Beach Bar & 
Grill, are located. Sammy’s Keiki Aloha Fund was originally 
administered by A Keiki’s Dream, a Maui nonprofit 
organization to support Maui families. 

In March 2015, HUGS assumed operations of Sammy’s Keiki Aloha Fund which was expanded to assist local families 
from all neighbor islands with a child needing major medical treatment on Oahu. From 2016 to 2017, the need for financial 
assistance more than doubled – from 31 neighbor island families in 2016 to 66 families last year. Referrals come from the 
hospitals. Funds may be used for food, clothes, toys, or other expenses related to a child’s hospitalization. 

“We’re grateful for our partnership with the Hagar Family Foundation to support neighbor island families during their 
child’s hospitalization away from home,” said HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa. “We’re glad to provide needed relief to 
these families at a very critical time so they’re able to focus on their child’s needs.”

Malia Parente, a mother of three of Honokaa on Hawaii Island, is so appreciative for the stipend she received. She said 
it was difficult being away from home and her family for months while her young son was hospitalized at Kapiolani Medical 
Center for Women and Children. 

“Mahalo Nui for the grant you provided for families like us whose children are in the hospital with critical health issues….
Knowing that you are helping families, it warms my heart because it shows there are still people who care about others and would 
do anything to help them out when it matters the most and is needed.”

The first Sammy’s Beach Bar & Grill in Hawaii was opened at Kahului Airport, the second opened in late 2017 at 
Honolulu’s Daniel K. Inouye International Airport.  

HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa in front of 
Sammy’s Beach Bar & Grill on Maui

Who Dunnit? Gala to Support HUGS Families on Kauai
Gaylord’s Restaurant at the legendary Kilohana Estate in Lihue, Kauai is the 

setting for “Who Dunnit?” St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church’s Gala 
on Sunday, October 21, 2018, from 5:30 to 9 p.m. The special event, featuring a 
sumptuous dinner, silent and live auctions, and an intriguing mystery to be solved, 
is the first neighbor island fundraiser benefiting HUGS. Pianist Monica Chung will 
be playing roaring ‘20s music accompanied by vocalist Deb Baumung in the lounge. 
The Rev. Andrew McMullen, Rector at St. Michael & All Angels Episcopal Church, 

will serve as emcee, and auctioneer Eric Schiff will conduct the live auction. 
“The gala is a highly anticipated event that will be filled with fun and intrigue. St. Michael & All Angels 

Episcopal Church is pleased to partner with HUGS to help families in our Kauai community who have children with 
life-threatening illnesses,” said Deborah Gillikin, Gala Co-chair. “Once we learned about the HUGS mission, we were 
immediately drawn to helping these families on their challenging journey.”  Proceeds from the event will support 
HUGS’ emergency airfare assistance for Kauai families and SibCamp and St. Michael’s island ministries.
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PHOTO GALLERY

In celebration of First Hawaiian Bank’s (FHB) 160th Anniversary, more than 60 FHB 
employees made July 28 a “Yes” Day at HUGS. Teams spruced up the exterior by 
painting the back steps, weed whacking, cleaning and sanitizing the sandbox and 
outdoor playground equipment, and beautifying the memory garden. Other teams filled 
new backpacks with school supplies for 60 HUGS kids and made creative greeting cards 
that will be sent to our HUGS families.  A big mahalo to the employees who lent a hand 
at HUGS and others who donated school supplies to the bank’s back-to-school drive. 
First Hawaiian Bank – You’re truly “The Bank That Says Yes!”

First Hawaiian Bank Makes It a “Yes” Day at HUGS

NAIOP Golf Tournament Benefits HUGS

Congratulations to NAIOP Hawaii on another successful, fun-
filled golf tournament, its 26th, at Kapolei Golf Club. The big 
winners of the annual golf tournament are HUGS and Hawaii’s 
seriously ill children and their families. Mahalo to all the tee 
sponsors, committee members, prize donors, and players for 
your generosity. Special thanks to Island Energy Services that 
held a “No Brainer Contest” on a Par 3 hole - $20 Texaco gas 
card for $20 with proceeds benefiting HUGS.

Locations Foundation Selects HUGS 
as One of “30 in 30 for 30”

HLTA Supports Nonprofits including HUGS Dancing for HUGS

Throughout September, Locations Foundation celebrated its 30th anniversary with 
30 random acts of kindness for 30 family- and child-centered, nonprofit organizations, 
including HUGS, making a direct impact in the communities in which the agents and 
staff live, play and work. On the second day of its 30-day campaign, members of the 
Foundation team made a special delivery of canned goods and gift cards totaling $1,000 
to HUGS, to assist our HUGS families. 

It was a record-breaking year for the Hawaii Lodging & 
Tourism Association, raising $2.5 million statewide through 
the annual Visitor Industry Charity Walk on all islands. Grants 
were awarded to 100-plus Oahu nonprofit organizations 
including HUGS, during a festive pau hana reception at Eating 
House 1849 at the International Market Place.

The Kaleikau Family hosted a charity Dance-a-thon on September 22 at Lincoln 
Elementary School to raise funds for HUGS and raise awareness about pediatric 
cancer. Zumba instructors and participants danced the afternoon away at the event 
that also featured beef stew plates, a bake sale, craft vendors, and prize drawings. 

Photo courtesy of First Hawaiian Bank

Photo courtesy of Hawaii Lodging & Tourism Association
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HUGS launched its second annual #Hugs4HUGS campaign, 
which runs through November 27 - #Giving Tuesday, the global 
day of giving. Hugs4HUGS is an awareness campaign about 
the power of hugs and also a way for individuals, schools and 
organizations to join in and raise funds for Hawaii’s seriously ill 
children and their families. 

“HUGS assists more than 1,600 family members in Hawaii 
who are affected by a serious childhood illness. With the 
community’s support, our goal this year is to raise $11,000 to 
help our families,” said HUGS Executive Director Joan Naguwa. 
“Individuals and organizations can help HUGS in a variety of 
ways. Hugs4HUGS can incorporate anything ranging from a 
birthday fundraiser on Facebook, a bake sale, ice cream social, 
and dress down day at school or work, to a hug-a-thon.” 

The use of social media during Hugs4HUGS is also 
encouraged. For instance, take an unselfie by completing the 
sentence, “We ♥ HUGS because…” and posting it on your 
Facebook or Instagram page. 

#Hugs4HUGS Campaign Runs
Through November 27

You’re bringing joy and smiles to Hawaii’s seriously 
ill children through toys, games and engaging play 
during their hospitalization. If you missed it the 
first time around, we’re taking new orders through 
Nov. 19. Go to www.hugshawaii.org/calendar. 
Special thanks to Aloha Revolution founder Ed 
Sugimoto and Cindy Tees for partnering with us. 

“Mahalo to everyone who 
purchased a HUGS VH07V 

collaboration T-shirt.”


