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Toby and Mihana Tait-Jamieson, who 
live in Waimea on Hawaii Island, were 

overjoyed when they welcomed their first 
child, Taj, in January 2018. 
 “It was an easy pregnancy, and Taj 
was born healthy. Life was wonderful,” 
said Mihana. “Then, when Taj was about 
4 months old, she began crying in the 
middle of the night, and nothing we did 
would comfort her.” They took Taj to the 
emergency room and were told she had a 
urinary tract infection. 
 But Taj’s inconsolable crying and 
sleepless nights continued with more 
trips to the emergency room. With no 
definitive answers, Mihana began calling 
specialists in Honolulu, trying to get 
medical care for their baby girl. They 
flew to Oahu and immediately took Taj 
to the emergency room at Kapi‘olani 
Medical Center for Women & Children. 

A CT scan showed many metastases on 
Taj’s lungs, and a follow-up MRI showed 
a tumor, the size of half a tennis ball, on 
her spine. Taj was diagnosed with Ewing’s 
Sarcoma, a rare soft tissue cancer that 
affects children and teens. Mihana said 
the chemotherapy schedule for this type 
of cancer is aggressive with six different 
drugs administered on a rotation every 
other week. At the same time, Taj was also 
receiving natural medicine to improve her 
immune system. Doctors told them that 
Taj had a survival rate of five years. 
 “No one ever expects that their child 
will become seriously ill. Our world was 
turned completely upside down, and 
we struggled to make many difficult 
decisions,” Mihana recalled. “Toby and 
I put everything on hold to care for Taj. 
We moved to Honolulu for eight months, 
staying at the Ronald McDonald House.”
 The Tait-Jamiesons became a HUGS 
family in December 2018, just before 
moving back to Hawaii Island. 
 “HUGS helped our family during 
the hardest time in our lives,” Mihana 
said. “We are so grateful for the caring, 
emotional support we received, as well 
as for the financial aid through Sammy’s 
Keiki Aloha Fund for neighbor island 
families and for the airfare assistance.”
 Before the Tait-Jamiesons moved 
back home, the HUGS staff visited Taj 
in the hospital and delivered Christmas 
presents, one of which was a Laugh and 
Learn baby walker. “Taj loved pushing 
that walker every day to get around, and 
although doctors worried there may be 
developmental delays, a month after her 
1st birthday, she was walking,” Mihana 
said proudly. “She still loves pushing the 

walker and can now go backward and 
forward. And, now she’s running and 
keeping us on our toes.”
 They generally travel to Honolulu 
every three months for outpatient 
treatment that includes scans and seeing 
various specialists who work with Taj on 
the lingering effects of her neurological 
damage. Airfare assistance from HUGS 
has allowed Toby to be there for the 
appointments, and more importantly, so 
they can stay together as a family. 
 Today, Taj is doing wonderfully. “We 
are settling into this new feeling of ease 
and wonder as we watch Taj learn about 
her world. She is so curious and makes 
fast friends wherever she goes. She loves 
rice and is eating solids very well these 
days,” Mihana added. 
 The family went on their first 
vacation to Molokai in June. Mihana said, 
“It was a very special occasion for us to 
feel ‘normal.’”  
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Celebrating Feeling Normal

The Tait-Jamieson Family

Taj with her favorite walker from HUGS.
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ALOHA!
People often come up to thank me for the work that we do for Hawaii’s seriously 
ill children and their families. But in truth, our success is possible because of the 
leadership and tremendous support we receive from the community. I’m pleased 
to spotlight two long-standing and outstanding kamaaina companies that 
continue to be committed to Hawaii as well as to HUGS. They each sponsored 

a Family Dinner during the past few months and have an executive on our HUGS Board of 
Directors.

One of Hawaii’s original “Big Five” sugar companies, Alexander & Baldwin 
(A&B) is, today, Hawaii’s premier real estate company. Through community 
outreach programs, the company is also committed to improving the health 
and well-being of Hawaii’s children and people. In May, the Alexander & 
Baldwin team, spearheaded by HUGS Board Member Charlie Loomis, hosted 
a Family Dinner at the HUGS house. Highlights included a delicious dinner 
featuring wok-stirred noodles with chicken and vegetables, salad, fruits, 

and brownie sundaes, and a hair salon, karaoke, and a lively drumming session were among 
the fun activities. A&B has also been one of our most loyal table sponsors for our HUGS Gala, 
supporting the annual fundraising event for nearly 15 years. We attribute much of this loyalty to 
Charlie, who has served on the HUGS Board for almost three decades. 
 Charlie often says, “HUGS is local and grass roots. I liken it to a neighborhood family who’s 
having trouble, and HUGS is the neighbor who brings a pot of stew and rice across the street to 
help out…. At family dinners, I like talking to the families. They’re so appreciative. A thank you 
from a parent gets me reenergized.”

Hawaiian Telcom is 100% committed to Hawaii and giving back 
to the community. Through its employee volunteer program called 
Malama Hours, full-time employees are given up to 40 paid hours 
to volunteer in the community every year. For the second year in a 
row, Hawaiian Telcom sponsored a Family Dinner for our HUGS 
families, the most recent on June 29 as an early Independence 
Day celebration. Led by HUGS Board Member Ben Morgan and 

organized by Kathleen “Kat” Ramos, the festive Family Dinner featured hearty beef macaroni 
with garlic bread, salad, and cookies and brownies. There were fishing and cornhole games 
and everyone’s favorite, Bingo, with prizes galore. Hawaiian Telcom and KloudGin, one of its 
business partners, also were Gold Sponsors of this year’s HUGS Gala. Employees also sewed and 
made Malama Bears for a Christmas in July Fair and are sharing the proceeds with HUGS.

Thank you A&B and Hawaiian Telcom and all our other sponsors for making a difference for 
Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their families. You help make us shine!  

 Mahalo,

 Joan Naguwa
 Executive Director
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Surf4HUGS Goes to the North Shore

HUGS children and their siblings were 
treated to a fun day of surfing at Chun’s 

Reef Beach in Haleiwa on June 9, the last day of 
SibCamp. 
 The Thomas family, who founded 
Surf4HUGS 16 years ago for our HUGS 
families, took the event to the North Shore with 
help from Uncle Bryan’s surf instructors from 
Sunset Suratt Surf Academy and surf apparel 
manufacturer Hurley.  
 “Shayne and Wyatt loved every moment 
of Surf4HUGS,” said HUGS Mom Susan 
Miyazono of Hilo. “Thank you for giving them 
memories to last a lifetime.” 
 A video on Surf4HUGS North Shore by 
Peter King placed on World Surf League’s 
Instagram site has garnered more than 146,000 
views as the newsletter went to press. 

-  Photos by Peter King  -

SibCamp is “All About Me”

HUGS siblings had the time of their lives at the 
8th Annual HUGS SibCamp held at YMCA 

Camp Erdman. This year’s theme was “All About 
Me,” a weekend camp just for siblings where the 
focus was on having fun, being active and building 
self-esteem through outdoor activities and sharing 
experiences.  
 SibCamp provides an opportunity for HUGS 
siblings to know that there are others just like them 
who have a brother or sister with a serious illness. 
It’s a bit easier opening up and expressing their 
feelings with other siblings like themselves. 
 One HUGS parent, whose daughter attended 
SibCamp, said, “I love that it was all about her.”
 When a child is diagnosed with a serious 
illness, it impacts the entire family, including the 
siblings whose needs are oftentimes overlooked. 
SibCamp turns the attention to the brothers and 
sisters who are feeling just as vulnerable as the 
child who’s sick. We are so grateful for grants from 
the Friends of Hawaii Charities, Hawaii Lodging 
& Tourism Association and the Hawaii Bowl 
Foundation that make SibCamp possible. 
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“Celebrating Our Ohana” Gala

Nearly 400 guests 
attended our annual 

“Celebrating Our Ohana” 
HUGS Gala on May 10 at the 
Sheraton Waikiki Hotel for a 
festive evening filled with joy 
and hope. 

This year, HUGS 
honored the physicians 
of Hawai`i Cancer Care 
for providing exceptional 
cancer treatment for Hawaii’s 
people. Accepting the award 

were William S. Loui, MD, FACP; Melvin Palalay, MD; 
Arnold Yee, MD, MPH; and David Jon Tamura, MD. 

In celebration of Mother’s Day, our HUGS kids 
presented all of the female guests with a box of chocolates 

from Big Island Candies. 
As part of the program, HUGS youth Shannelle 

Baliguat-Lamoya shared her courageous journey battling 
leukemia. We are so happy that she is heading to Creighton 
University this fall to follow her dream of becoming a 
pediatric oncologist. Mark Eskander, one of HUGS’ most 
generous donors, surprised everyone with gifts to HUGS 
totaling $135,000 from the charitable trusts he manages.  
Kapena closed the evening with a lively, upbeat performance. 

Special thanks to our table sponsors, and individual 
and in-kind donors. Thanks also goes to the catering staff 
of the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel, Keiki-Ade for selling their 
frozen lemonade on behalf of HUGS, Emcee Al Waterson, 
Auctioneer Eric Schiff, Stage Manager Gary Manago, the 
team from C.S. Wo & Sons for their décor experience, the 
Gala Committee, and the many volunteers who made our 
HUGS Gala a success.  

Co-chairs Anne Lee &
Lauren Dawson

The C.S. Wo & Sons team did their visual merchandising magic 
to the auction displays. 

Mobile bidding allowed guests to enjoy dinner and check on their phones 
to follow the auction bidding.

Drs. David Tamura, Arnold Yee, Melvin Palalay and William Loui
of Hawai`i Cancer Care were honored.

Kelly Boy De Lima and Kapena performed at
the HUGS Gala.

-  Photos by Dave Livingston and Lehua Waipa Ah Nee  -



2019 Summer Newsletter [ 5 ] ♥ HUGShawaii.org

GOLD SPONSORS
Hawai‘i Cancer Care
Hawaiian Telcom
Honolulu Star-Advertiser
KloudGin
Tiki’s Grill & Bar
Nan Inc
W. Schampeau Charitable  
 Trust

SILVER SPONSORS
DURA Constructors, Inc.
First Hawaiian Bank
Hawaiian Properties, Ltd.
Island Insurance Companies
Locations Foundation
Barbara Marumoto-Coons

Sunset Ranch / Poke Stop
Zippy’s

BRONZE SPONSORS
Albert C. Kobayashi, Inc.
Alexander & Baldwin, Inc.
American Savings Bank
Bank of Hawaii
Bays Lung Rose & Holma
Cades Schutte LLP
Robert & Lauren Dawson
Goodfellow Bros., Inc.
Hawaiian Electric 
Hawaiian Electric Industries
HFM FoodService, a Sysco  
 Company
HMSA

Hung Wo & Elizabeth Lau  
 Ching Foundation
Kapi`olani Medical Center  
 for Women & Children
Kunia Country Farms
Matsuura Foundation
Rider Levett Bucknall
Title Guaranty 
Wikoff Combs & Co., LLC

FRIENDS OF HUGS 
First Insurance Company of  
 Hawaii
John & Christeil Gota
HawaiiUSA FCU Foundation
Julie H. Kaneko
Matson Inc. 

Joan Mitsuyoshi
Misao Mokuta
Ritchie & Sunny Mudd
R.M. Towill Foundation 
Rocco Sansone & Alan  
 Ragains
Kevin & Maria Sakoda
Nate & Heather Smith
Jeff & Kim Sonson
Steve & Marilyn Katzman  
 Philanthropic Fund
The Queen’s Health Systems
Brett & Dee Thomas
United Laundry Services, Inc. 
Akira & Shellie Usami
Peter & Denise Wheeler

Forty-eight 
fishing teams 

participated in 
the 3rd annual 
benefit fishing 
tournament 
on June 1st out 
of Honokohau 
Harbor on 
Hawaii Island. 
This year’s tournament, called “Hanapa`a for HUGS,” was a 
benefit for HUGS. 
 “HUGS helped our family several years ago when our 
daughter Darriene was diagnosed with leukemia,” said 
Wendy Marks of Kailua-Kona. “I suggested HUGS as this 
year’s beneficiary, because HUGS helps children who have 
diverse illnesses, not just cancer.” Today, Darriene is well and 
is a senior at Kealakehe High School. 
 The suggestion didn’t take much arm-twisting. Darriene 
is the granddaughter of Steve Marks Sr., the event’s organizer, 
and she is the second cousin of event sponsor Nakoa Pabre, 
owner of Umekes Fish Market Bar & Grill and founder of 
Keiki of Da Aina Foundation. 
 A total of 39 fish were caught, including eight marlin 
(au), seven ahi, 17 ono, six aku, and one mahi mahi. But the 
biggest catch of the day was $15,000 for HUGS, raised from 
entry fees, prize drawing donations and T-shirt sales. 
Following the weigh-in, the fishermen celebrated at an 
awards banquet at the Hawaii Big Game Fishing Clubhouse 
with an impressive buffet from Umekes, including au poke 

made from fish caught that day. The Tait-Jamiesons of 
Waimea, including their daughter, 1 ½-year-old Taj (see 
cover story), one of our HUGS families, were in attendance. 
Mihana Tait-Jamieson said they are so grateful for the 
generous support from the community throughout their 
journey and thanked everyone at the banquet for their 
kindness and willingness to “help families like us.”
 “The fishermen all clapped when they saw the little 
girl and were happy to know that some of the funds raised 
from the fishing tournament helps families right here on 
our island,” said Steve Marks. There are currently 41 HUGS 
families on Hawaii Island. 
 At the banquet, Wendy and Mihana learned they had 
mutual friends and that their daughters shared the same 
pediatric oncologist. They also exchanged phone numbers. 
“Even though our children have different diagnoses, we live 
in a remote area, so it’s good to have someone close by who’s 
been there,” said Wendy.
 Our thanks go to Umekes Fish Market Bar & Grill, 
Kona Brewing Company, Ace Hardware, J. Hara Store, 
Steve Marks Sr., Rob 
and Rochelle Ploski, 
and all the teams for 
making Hanapa`a for 
HUGS a success and 
helping families like the 
Tait-Jamiesons.

Hanapa‘a for HUGS Fishing Tournament Raises $15,000

The benefit fishing tournament raised
$15,000 for HUGS

Toby, Mihana and Taj Tait-Jamieson 
with Wendy and Ikaika Marks.

Mahalo to our HUGS Gala Sponsors & Friends
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PHOTO GALLERY

Hilton Grand Vacations lent a hand at the HUGS house on an April afternoon, 
cleaning the sandbox, beautifying the yard, and making greeting cards for our 
HUGS children. HUGS also has a new, eye-catching sign at our front entrance, 
thanks to the Creative Team of Hilton Grand Vacations.

Hilton Grand Vacations Refreshes HUGS House

Nearly 50 members of the T-Mobile Social Media team made a big difference 
at HUGS in early June, working en masse to boost our front and back yard 
appeal as well as to wrap gifts and make birthday cards for our HUGS Kids. This 
new partnership with T-Mobile also includes a Huddle Up Volunteer Grant that 
will leverage volunteer support from T-Mobile employees. 

T-Mobile Mobilizes for HUGS

Mahalo to all the members of Impact Fellowship Church who contributed 
to the Spam and Spaghetti Sauce Drive. These staples are stocking our HUGS 
Kokua Kupboard and will be great in food baskets for our HUGS families. 

Spam and Spaghetti Sauce Drive 

With a little help from our HUGS families, Mrs. Hawaii Sejal Megill and friends 
at Impact Fellowship, Arise 5, Punahou School HUGS Club, and Iolani 
School, Team HUGS had a very impressive showing of 90-plus walkers in this 
year’s Visitor Industry Charity Walk on May 18. Yay HUGS!

Nearly 100 Walk for HUGS in Visitor Industry Charity Walk

Celebrity Glam Photographer Russell Tanoue celebrated his birthday with a 
festive Black & White Party on July 13 at Trump International Waikiki Hotel as a 
benefit for Project Shine Hawaii and HUGS. 

Russell Tanoue’s Birthday Party 

Members of New Hope Leeward donated toys, toys and more toys through its 
Christmas in July toy drive at the Ewa Beach and Kapolei locations. These toys 
shown are just one part of the toys donated to HUGS. 

New Hope Leeward Holds Christmas in July Drive
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Enterprising 6th graders of Mid-Pacific Institute sold student-conceived 
products to classmates as part of their “Entrepreneurs R Us” project, raising 
$3,762. The even greater part of this effort is that they donated it all to HUGS. 

Mid-Pacific Sixth Graders Raise $3,762 for HUGS

Landis Fusato and Hannah Hiraki, 2019 graduates of Iolani School, visited the 
HUGS house and made their third donation to HUGS from the sale of their 
popular Design for Humankind reusable cloth gift bags. They started their 
business when they were 10th graders with a mission to “spread kindness by 
doing small things with great love.” The idea is that the gift-giver would put a 
small gift inside the bag, and the receiver is encouraged to “pass it on” by doing 
the same. In total, they have donated $5,000 to HUGS. We wish Landis and 
Hannah best wishes as they head off to college this fall!

Design for Humankind Makes Third Gift to HUGS

As part of its service unit project, Troop 565 of the Girl Scouts of Hawaii 
donated a huge assortment of brand new toys that will be distributed at 
Christmas and non-perishable foods to fill our Kokua Kupboard. 

Girl Scouts Troop 565 Donates Toys and Canned Foods 

Keiki-Ade, a family-owned, kid-inspired company, sold its refreshing, organic, 
made-to-order frozen lemonade to guests at the HUGS Gala on May 10 and 
shared proceeds with HUGS. The Morita family, Elijah missing from the photo, 
also is supporting our HUGS Celebration of Life. Their hope is to make a small 
difference in this big world one lemonade at a time for local children’s charities.

One Lemonade at a Time Supports HUGS

For her 5th birthday, Olive Lehman did an amazing thing. She and her parents 
asked their friends to bring a toy to her birthday party that could be donated 
to our HUGS children. It was a blessed Good Friday when Olive and her parents 
came to drop off a wagon full of new toys, nail polish, games, and gift cards. 

Sharing Gifts for Others on Her Birthday

HUGS is blessed that children and
youth are inspired to help our HUGS kids 

and their families.

FACES of YOUTH PHILANTHROPY
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Consider Leaving a Legacy for HUGS

Your support of HUGS has made a difference in improving the quality of 
life for Hawaii’s families as they face the emotional and financial hard-
ships of caring for a seriously ill child.  As you think about the future, 

please consider a legacy gift to HUGS that will ensure Hawaii’s 
families are served by HUGS not only today but for generations to come.

There are various ways to support HUGS with a planned gift that is 
arranged in the present and allocated at a future date. It could be naming HUGS 
in your will or trust or as a beneficiary of a life insurance policy or 
retirement account.  A planned gift can be made with cash, stocks or real estate.

If HUGS is already in your estate plan, thank you!  Please let us know about 
your plans so we can thank you and make sure your wishes are honored.

If you don’t have a will, now is a good time to start planning, and please 
consider including a bequest to HUGS in your estate plans.  Contact HUGS for suggested “bequest language” and our tax ID 
for you to share with your attorney.

HUGS is pleased to be a partner with the Hawai‘i Community Foundation in its Hawaii Legacy Giving Campaign.
For more information, call HUGS at 808-380-6924.


