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 Little Judah has been a fighter 

since he was born. When he was only a 

month old, Judah was diagnosed with 

Cystic Fibrosis (CF), which is a life     

threating disorder that affects the lungs 

and digestive system. During this time, 

Judah’s  parents, Jessica and Jesse, also 

discovered that they were in fact carriers 

of CF as were 2 of their other children. As 

if learning to live with Cystic Fibrosis and 

the treatments entailed wasn’t enough, 

Judah was diagnosed with Wilm’s Tumor at 8 months old. Wilm’s Tumor is a rare cancer that is mostly found on the 

kidneys and in young children. Not only did little Judah have to experience difficult breathing treatments associated 

with Cystic Fibrosis, he now had to endure extensive chemotherapy and surgeries for the cancer.   

 Throughout the journey of the last year, dozens of hospital visits as well as overnight stays, the Allen family has 

continued to be a strong, stable unit. Jessica and Jesse both agreed that their faith is very important to them as a   

family and in keeping their family connected. In addition to this, support from their friends and family has been         

tremendous during this hard year. Jessica stated that they have every resource they’ve ever needed because of them. 

Both Jessica and Jesse are from the south and their southern roots still run deep within them and the values that are 

instilled in their children. In addition to being a strong family, the Allen’s are committed to each other every day. Their 

commitment is shown in various ways such as Jessica being able to surprise their son Eli at a school play               

performance that she didn’t think she would be able to attend due to Judah’s appointments, or setting aside special 

time to bake with her daughter Olivia between hospital stays. Jesse has taken on additional responsibilities and roles 

at home when Jessica is in the hospital with Judah. With Jessica gone a lot with Judah, ensuring that everyone has 

time together and is feeling loved is very important. They aim to teach their children to love always before anything 

else. Due to being a military family, they also are extremely adaptable while also being consistent in the ways they 

need to for their family.  

(Cont. on page 2) 
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(Continued from page 1)  

HUGS has been a great help to their family during the 

last year. The older kids love coming to respite and    

playing with their big buddies. The kids talk the entire 

way home to Wahiawa about all of the fun things they got 

to do while at the HUGS house. Respite has given     

Jessica and Jesse time to relax with one another while 

also spending individual time with Judah. Hospital       

visitation has also been a great help for the Allen’s.     

Often times Jessica would have to bring 3 year old Josh 

to Judah’s appointments. Trying to keep Josh  occupied 

while also handling Judah can be challenging so having 

Sydney  Bivert, HUGS Family Specialist, come into the 

hospital to play with Josh has been a great help. Jessica 

also really appreciates the visits and time to talk and   

relax with a familiar face. The Allen family is very appreciative to HUGS for making every single family 

member feel special at all times.  

On February 25th we had another great Family Dinner at the HUGS House. We were lucky to have the 

HUGS Board of Directors host HUGS families and serve up some amazing 

tacos at our one-of-a-kind taco bar! There were endless options of taco      

creations for all families to try, all coming from the wonderful BIC Tacos in 

downtown Honolulu! Not only did we have some amazing food, but we had a  

photo booth for families to snap quick 

pictures at inside. This was provided 

by the awesome Photo Expressions. 

Everyone was able to show their best   

funny face in the photo booth, and 

took home some great photos and 

memories! After dinner Uncle Charlie 

created a bombucha sundae, which 

was a hit with everyone!  
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 It was a beautiful day in West Oahu as 25 HUGS families 

gathered for a family luncheon thoughtfully planned by the     

awesome Arise 5 team of Inspire Church.  The event started at 

10:00am, and it was nice and sunny at Paradise Cove.  With the 

Lego theme, there were legos everywhere—from the décor, to 

the games, right down to the goody bags!   

 If the kiddos weren’t into playing with legos, there were 

other fun things to do!  Upon sign-in, kids couldn’t wait to run to 

the two bouncy houses.  When they were tired doing that could 

head over to the activities tent where they could get their face 

painted, play ping-pong ball toss, or see whose lego car would 

make it past the finish line first!  To cool down, families had fun in 

the water thanks to Hokua Beach Supply, who brought swimming 

gear for everyone to use.  

 We were blessed to have the lovely Maila Gibson there 

as emcee, who also shared two songs with us. During Family 

Circle, Joan Naguwa, HUGS Executive Director, said a special 

thanks to those who volunteered their time and efforts. We sang 

“Happy Birthday” to all the March babies with a special-made 

cake, and Pastor Lisa Kai spoke a few words before saying the 

blessing.  With lunch catered from Marian’s Catering, the food 

was a hit!  We had finger sandwiches, veggies, steamed rice, 

noodles, chicken katsu, fish tempura…but the popular dish 

seemed to have been the Korean glass noodles—yum!  We also 

had cupcakes to satisfy those with sweet tooths.   

 Toward the end of the event there were prize               

giveaways—I don’t think anyone went home emptyhanded. One 

by one, Pastor Frank pulled a lego piece with either a child or     

family’s name on it, and they got to choose a prize.  Thanks to 

the generosity of Toys R Us, Arise 5 was able to give away lots 

of cool toys!  To close, the DJ played Cupid Shuffle as the       

volunteers and families came together in the middle and boogied 

down—didn’t know you all had those moves!      

 It was great to see our families—new and old, from     

Wahiawa to Waianae, from Kaneohe to Waikiki; thank you all for 

making the drive out!  A special thanks to Jessica, Julie, Jodie, 

Ann, Christa for putting everything together, Albert for doing   

family photos, our lifeguards for keeping everyone on the beach 

safe, Jason and Jason of Hokua Beach Supply for providing   

water activities, DECA Club for the face-painting, Maila Gibson 

for being our emcee, Marian’s Catering  for the food, DJ for the 

wonderful sounds, and of course, the whole Arise 5 team. 
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SAVE THE DATE 

It is almost time again for the  

annual St. Baldrick’s Foundation 

event! Help raise money to fight 

childhood cancer, and recruit 

your friends and family to brave 

a shave with you! 

WHEN: Sunday, May 7th 

at noon at                 

Dave & Buster’s  

Are you looking for a fun activity to do with your family on a          
Saturday as well as looking for a way to give to HUGS?  

On Saturday, May 20th starting at 7am, join HUGS at the annual Visitor 
Industry Charity Walk starting from Ala Moana Beach Park. This walk is 
sponsored by the Hawai’i Lodging & Tourism Association and raises 

money for Hawai’i’s charities, including 
HUGS. It’s a fun walk with lots of food 
and fun along the way! The walk is 5.25 
miles through Waikiki. The registration 
fee is $40 per adult (18 and older)  and 
$25 per child (under 18, including       
infants), which you can donate or find sponsors to support you.  

This year we want to get a group of HUGS families, volunteers and 
staff together so that we can walk together to support HUGS!  If 
there’s enough interest, we’d like to get everyone t-shirts too! Funds 
raised will support HUGS’ programs for siblings. 

Sign your family up to walk the Annual Charity Walk either online at 
http://www.charitywalkhawaii.org/oahu.html or download the         
registration form and send it to HUGS. Deadline for registration and 
payment is May 10!  Join the HUGS team for the Charity Walk and 

walk with HUGS families, friends and staff! 
The Sanarez family supporting HUGS 
at the Charity Walk on the Big Island! 
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Moana respite was 

highly anticipated for 

both the kids and staff 

members. Prior to  

respite, Kaimuki    

Middle School        

students came to the 

HUGS house to     

prepare and decorate 

for our Moana night. 

They created wonderful decorations, artwork 

and games for our kids to enjoy. In addition, 

they were not afraid to get down and dirty by helping clean the sand box, sand toys and the entire 

respite closet.  It was such a treat to have them prepare something just for our kiddos in mind.  

The kids were so excited to see the amazing decorations and drawings of Moana, Maui and Hey 

Hey the chicken. Everyone had lots of fun playing with their buddies. Brylee dressed up as a  

princess and was royalty for the entire night, while Jayden played in the sand box making       

awesome sand castles. We also received a special visit from Miss Waikiki 2017! Isabella had so 

much fun learning how to walk like she was in a pageant as well as learning 

other tips and tricks. We all enjoyed a yummy dinner of mochiko chicken, 

rice and fruit from Zippys! For dessert, we had blue Jello cups with gummy 

fish in it to go along with our Moana theme. It was a lot of fun to eat dessert 

together while anticipating the feature film. Later in the evening everyone 

piled into the living room to watch Moana. Everyone was so excited for the 

movie and to sing along to the songs. Many of the kids had seen the movie 

before so they knew every word to the songs and had so much fun singing 

along with their buddies. Overall, everyone had a great time at our Moana 

respite!  
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M a y  2 0 1 7  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 Moms Night @ 

Hawaii Massage 

Academy at 

4:00pm 

5 Moms Night & 

Respite @ HUGS 

House from 

5:30pm-9:30pm 

6 

7 8 9  10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 Family Movie 

Night @ HUGS 

from  5:30pm-

8:30pm 

21 22 23 24 25 Dads Night  @ 

Aiea Bowl from 

6:00 to 8:00pm 

26 27 

28 29 30 31    

J u n e  2 0 1 7  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 SibCamp 

@ Camp 

Erdman 

3 SibCamp @ 

Camp Erdman 

4 SibCamp 

@ Camp 

Erdman 

5 6 7 8 9 10 June Jones      

Luncheon @ HUGS 

from 10am-1pm 

11 12 13 Moms Night 

@ CPK Pearlridge 

at 6:00pm 

14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 Dads Night @ 

Chili’s Pearlridge 

at 6:30pm 

21 22 23 24 Family Day @ 

Tropics Mini Golf 

from 10am-1pm 

25 26 27 Dads Night @ 

Chili’s Pearlridge 

at 6:30pm 

28 29 30  

June 2-4th: SibCamp at 

Camp Erdman 

*Registration due May 

25th, 2017 

June 10th: The June 

Jones Foundation Lunch 

& Flag Football at the 

HUGS House from 

10:00am to 1:00pm 

June 13th: Mom’s Night 

at California Pizza Kitchen 

Pearlridge at 6:00pm 

June 24th: Family Day at 

Tropics Mini Golf from 

10:00am to 1:00pm  

June 27th: Dad’s Night at 

Chili’s Pearlridge followed 

by a movie. Dinner starts 

at 6:30pm 

May 4th or 5th: Mother’s 

Day Massages at Hawaii 

Massage Academy in 

Waikiki at 4:00pm. Space 

is limited, RSVP required.   

May 5th: Cinco de Mayo 

Respite at HUGS House 

from 5:30pm to 9:30pm 

May 20th: Family Movie 

Night at HUGS House 

from 5:30pm to 8:30pm 

sponsored by Sky River 

May 25th: Dad’s Night 

dinner and bowling at 

Aiea Bowl from 6:00pm 

to 8:00pm.  

 

*SibCamp registration 

due May 25th, 2017 
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