
            The Juan family officially became a HUGS family in 

December 2016. But by then, they had been surrounded by 

the HUGS Ohana for over a year. Chasen was born on 

February 16, 2016 in San Diego at Rady’s Children Hospital. 

His mom, Chasity, had already been in San Diego for 

appointments because of her in utero diagnosis of a 

cognitive heart condition. Chasen was born so quickly after 

she went up to San Diego that her husband and other two 

older children were not able to fly to California from their 

home in Hilo (Puna District) in time. 

             Fortunately, Tonia Sanarez, who was already a HUGS 

mom, was at Rady’s with her son and quickly got to know 

Chasity and help support her through Chasen’s birth, as well 

as provide support during his first procedures in San Diego. 

Through the Sanarez Ohana, she was able to meet more 

families from Hawai’i. Together, they formed an extended 

Hawai’i Ohana in San Diego who helped each other through  
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rough times. Chasity says that HUGS has more than benefitted their family, and became a part of their 

lives in both Honolulu and San Diego. 

             A lot of the Hawai’i families who Chasity first met in San Diego already were a part of HUGS since 

they lived on Oahu. They were new to learning about HUGS and were able to quickly learn the basics of 

the programs from other families. These families ended up becoming so close that she described them as 

immediate Ohana instead of friends. Because all the families spent most of their daytime with their 

children, at night they would have dinner together right across the street at the Ronald McDonald House 

of Charities in San Diego. She said they would end up having a potluck style dinner between 8pm and 

11pm, would share stories about how their kids or day was going, and talk about who was the child’s 

Nurse or Respiratory Therapist for the day. Chasity stated that “we ended up forming our own support 

group and helped each other throughout everything, even the roughest days in San Diego.” 

Chasity says that “HUGS has helped my family financially, physically, and has definitely helped me 

emotionally as well. I practically lived with Chasen (in the PICU) during his stay Kapi’olani, so I always 

looked forward to attending events like Moms Night Out.” At Moms Night, she was able to eat dinner and 

watch a movie with other HUGS moms who had gone through similar experiences, and who were able to 

tell her about their own experience when they lived at the hospital like she was. Since she did not have a 

car on Oahu, the other moms even offered to give her rides to and from the hospital for these events so 

she could have time to herself and to get to know other moms here on Oahu. (Continued on page 2) 
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          When her daughter and husband came to visit Chasen and her for spring break in March, they 

were able to attend a family dinner together, children was one of the first times they were able to get 

outside the hospital as a family. They family was able to meet other HUGS families whom they haven’t 

met in the hospital or at Moms Night. Since they have been in the PICU so much with Chasen, they 

hadn’t been to any HUGS events and they were excited to meet other families. 

          In April, they found out that Chasen need to return back to San Diego in May to do another 

procedure. HUGS helped make it possible for Dad to join Chasity for Chasen’s procedure so that she 

wouldn’t have to be alone. During their stay in the PICU at Kapi’olani Medical Center for Women and 

Children, both Chasen and Chasity would receive weekly hospital visits from HUGS Hospital Specialist, 

Sydney Bivert, to catch up on his progress and treatment. With the majority of Chasity’s family back in 

Hilo, she says that the staff from HUGS quickly became like sisters, always visiting and checking in on 

her family. The entire Family Services team would make it a point to visit her, catch up, and even were 

able to connect other families to HUGS through Chasity’s sharing about her experiences with HUGS. 

           Chasity stated that she couldn’t have gone through this journey without everyone that helped her 

emotionally, because it’s tough. She said that it has tested her emotionally, especially since she felt like 

a single parent in San Diego when her husband was back on the Big Island with her other two children 

for the majority of this journey. While she was in San Diego with Chase, Dad would visit occasionally 

with the kids, but for a majority of the time it was just Chasen and her. With all of the medical 

treatments and ups and downs of his diagnosis, she said, “it’s Chasen that makes me stronger and 

makes me remember to always strive and fight because he does that every second of his life. He has 

made me remember to grumble less and be humble, appreciate more, and don’t take things for 

granted, and be thankful for everything you have because just the small things can be a big 

accomplishment for some.” 



RECAP OF MAY EVENTS

With Mother's Day being in May, it was essential to give our 

amazing HUGS Moms a break and treat them to a lomi lomi 

massage! Our amazing sponsor Porter McGuire Kiakona & Chow, 

LLP helped us treat Moms to an afternoon massage and snacks.

CINCO DE MAYO 
RESPITE
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MOMS NIGHT MASSAGES

On May 5th, we had a festive respite at the HUGS House, 

complete with churros and sombreros! With volunteers from 

Kapiolani Community College School of Nursing and Punahou 

School, we were able to get in the Cinco de Mayo spirit and 

enjoy the night! 

OUTDOOR MOVIE FAMILY NIGHT
To kick off the start of summer we had an awesome family 

dinner sponsored by Sky River Management. The 

night started with a sushi bar where everyone could have sushi 

rolls made right before their eyes! After dinner we were able to 

watch Moana on the big screen in the backyard and eat "Heihei's 

Chicken Feed". Thanks for a night to remember Sky River! 

DADS BOWLING NIGHT 
For May Dads Night, HUGS was able to get together at Aiea 

Bowl for a friendly bowling game. Everyone enjoyed dinner 

from Alley Restaurant at the bowling alley and were able to 

get a couple strikes. 
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This month HUGS was grateful to have been able to hold 

our 6th annual Sib Camp. Our Sib Camp consisted of a 

weekend spent at Camp Erdman, designated just for the 

siblings of the diagnosed children. At camp, the siblings are 

able to bond and get to know other children who are in 

similar situations as them. It offers an opportunity for the 

children to talk to and support each other through the 

similar challenges they may face as a sibling of a seriously ill 

child. In addition to a multitude of fun activities such 

as swimming, alpine tower, kayaking, and hiking. The kids 

also engaged in activities that referenced being a sibling of 

someone with a serious illness. Like always, some of the 

camp favorites were crabbing and making s’mores by a 

camp fire! Our Junior leaders roasted marshmallows and 

put s’mores together for everyone, and even added their 

own flair with Oreo cookies added in! Sib Camp was        

fun-filled and very eventful. We hope our campers enjoyed 

the experience, just as our staff and volunteers did, and we 

hope to see more siblings join us for next year’s camp.

SIBCAMP 2017







In effort to teach their daughter, Leila, and son, Torrey, the value of giving 

back to those in need, Dee and Brett Thomas encouraged their kids to 

organize an event.  July 11, 2004 marked the first annual Surf 4 HUGS, an 

event thought of by Leila and Torrey to support children and families of 

the HUGS organization. Since 2004, the event has continued to be a 

huge success with great support from the local community.  

WHAT  IS  SURF4HUGS?
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A day at the beach to benefit families with seriously-ill 

children.  HUGS kids and families are invited to come surf, ride the 

waves and enjoy a fun day in the sun. Lunch will be provided by 

Rainbow Drive-In.   

HOW  DID  SURF4HUGS  START?

JULY  22ND  

KUHIO  BEACH    

STARTS  AT  8 :00AM  

WHAT  SHOULD  WE  EXPECT?

Surf 4 HUGS is one of the largest events of the year just for HUGS families. 

Over 150 family members are in attendance. Since we are at a crowded 

public beach, we want families to be hyper-aware of their surroundings 

and be mindful of where their belongings and children are at all times. 

We will have HUGS tents for families to put their belongings (with 

security watching), and will have sections of the beach for family use.  

The event will start promptly at 8:00am on Kuhio Beach near the Duke 

Kahanamoku statue. Parking options in Waikiki will be emailed out to 

families the week prior to the event. We will have volunteers taking out 

the HUGS children to surf in shifts through out the morning. This will be 

arranged through signups at the registration table. Lunch will graciously 

be provided by Rainbow Drive-In and all surfboards and rash guards are 

provided by Koa Board Sports.

Have more questions? Feel free to contact Alyssa at 

alyssa@hugslove.org for more information.

SURF 4 HUGS 
2017 



BY  MARGARETTE  SAMSON
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Every year we want to gather and honor all of our HUGS children 

who have passed away and support families who have lost a child. 

We are lucky to be able to partner with Locations Foundation and 

Sunset Ranch to provide an afternoon of remembrance and 

celebration to honor their lives. 

Celebration 
 of Life 2017

Saturday, July 29th at
Sunset Ranch 

 
 

from 2:00-5:00pm

59-777 Pupukea Rd
Haleiwa, HI 96712

WHAT  IS  CELEBRATION  OF  LIFE?

WHAT  SHOULD  WE  EXPECT?

This year we are going to have a variety of family games and activities 

through out the afternoon for everyone. Pupus and refreshments will be 

provided. We will all join for a special ceremony to honor our HUGS 

children who have passed. Please bring covered shoes for everyone who 

wants to join in, since there will be a trail walk included. 



Calendar of Events
July 8th: Respite at Seagull 
Schools Oceanpointe in 
Ewa Beach from 5:00- 
9:00pm 

July 11th: Moms Night at 
Mexico Cantina from       
 6:00-8:00pm 

July 22nd: Surf4HUGS at 
Kuhio Beach starting at 
8:00am 

July 25th: Dads Night Pau 
Hana at Ala Moana Beach 
Park from 6:00-8:00pm 

July 29th: Celebration of 
Life at Sunset Ranch 
Hawaii from 2:00-5:00pm

August 5th: Respite at 
Seagull Schools Kapolei 
from 5:00-9:00pm 

August 8th: Moms "Paint" 
Night at Just Tacos Miliani 
from 6:30-8:30pm 

August 22nd: Dads Night at 
Newtown Golf Aiea from 
6:00-8:00pm 

August 26th: Family Dinner 
at HUGS House from         
5:00-8:00pm


