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Last year, the General Contractors 
Association of Hawaii members gave 
their all to HUGS Hawaii, an espe-
cially compelling cause in these chal-
lenging times.

HUGS supports Hawaii families 
with a child up to age 21 who has 
been diagnosed with a life-threaten-
ing illness or disease. The nonprofit 
provides comprehensive, long-term 
support to each member of the 
child’s family.

GCA of Hawaii donated $35,577 
to HUGS Hawaii in 2021 as part of 
its “Give Back to the Community” 
program.

PHILANTHROPY

“We elevate Hawaii’s 
construction industry 

and strengthen the 
foundation of our 

community.”
–GCA of Hawaii Mission 

Statement

From left: 2019 GCA of Hawaii President Layne Machida and Healy Tibbitts 
Builders Co. President and AGC Governor Rick Heltzel participated in the dedi-
cation of the Marina Breezeway at Marine Corps Base Hawaii, a 2019 GCA con-
struction donation project.
PHOTO COURTESY GCA OF HAWAII

We Give Our All



 w w w. gca h a wa i i . o rg  |  G C A  9 0 T H  A N N I V E RS A RY  |  45

“The GCA has found that the best 
way to have the most impact in the 
community is to focus our philan-
thropic support to one nonprofit 
organization each year,” says GCA 
of Hawaii Executive Director Cheryl 
Walthall. “This allows GCA members 
to rally around a singular cause each 
year and dedicate their time, energy 
and resources to a specific nonprofit 
organization.”

“Give Back to 
the Community” is 
making a big differ-
ence to HUGS. 
“The GCA of 
Hawaii’s generous 
donation has really 
impacted the lives 
of our HUGS children and families,” 
says Joan Naguwa, HUGS Hawaii 
executive director. “With your dona-
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GCA of Hawaii donated $35,577 to HUGS Hawaii in 2021 as part of its “Give Back 
to the Community” program. From left: Cheryl Walthall, GCA of Hawaii executive 
director; Joan Naguwa, HUGS Hawaii executive director; Emmett Kinney, 2021 
GCA of Hawaii president.
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Joan Naguwa
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GCA Executive Director Cheryl Walthall and GCA board members presented a $103,350 check to Child & Family Service 
President and CEO Karen Tan at the CFS Festival of Hope in Ewa Beach on Nov. 21, 2020. From left: Steve Baginski, Kaikor 
Construction Co. Inc. (GCA board member); Emmett Kinney, Healy Tibbitts Builders Inc. (GCA 2020 1st vice president); 
Karen Tan; Cheryl Walthall; and Lori Isara, Koga Engineering & Construction Inc. (GCA treasurer)
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2814 Kilihau St. 
Honolulu, HI 96819
(808) 839-7717

Site Electrical is our 
specialty including 
traffi c signals and 
underground 
infrastructure work. 

•  Complete in-house 
Heavy Equipment 
fl eet

•  Our experienced 
and highly qualifi ed 
crew get the job done 
right, on time and 
on budget

•  A Kamaaina 
Company, locally 
owned and operated 
for 3 generations

AC-155, C-13, C-62

Established 1946
Signatory Contractor to Local 1186 IBEW

CongratulationsCongratulations
GCA for your GCA for your 

90th Anniversary!90th Anniversary!

Providing Coastal and Marine Solutions Throughout the Pacific

• Coastal Engineering

• Marine Environmental 
Services 

• Hydrographic Surveying

• Sea Level Rise Analysis

• ROV and UAS Surveys

• Underwater Inspection 

• Commercial Diving 

• Vessels and Salvage 

• Waterfront Construction 

• Marine Renewable  
Energy

www.seaengineering.com

Thank you to the GCA for 90 years of  
supporting contractors in Hawaii
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tion, we have been able to respond 
to the financial challenges of fami-
lies by providing them with food 
baskets, diapers and connections 
to community resources they need, 
as well as providing them oppor-
tunities to build much-needed 
support networks with other fami-
lies in similar situations. These 
help them to strengthen their 
resiliency throughout the many 
long emotional and financial chal-
lenges of life-threatening childhood 
illness.” 

This year, GCA’s “Give Back to 
the Community” beneficiary will 
be the Institute of Human Services 
(IHS). “GCA presidents have the 
latitude to designate a nonprofit 
organization of their choice,” 
Walthall says. Past beneficiaries 
include Child & Family Service in 
2020 ($103,350); Kaiser High School 
and Marine Corps Base Hawaii 
in 2019 (construction of “The 
Gathering Place” at Kaiser and 
the Marina Breezeway at MCBH); 
Carole Kai Charities-The Great 
Aloha Run and HomeAid Hawaii in 
2018 ($20,600); and IHS ($31,250) 
and Kokua Hawaii Foundation 
($5,500) in 2017.

“The GCA’s overall mission is 
to elevate Hawaii’s construction 
industry and strengthen the foun-
dation of our community,” Walthall 
says. “We believe we accomplish 
this not only through built environ-
ments, but also by the way in which 
we support the community.”
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GCA of Hawaii 2020 “Give Back to the Community.” From left: Christine Terry, Child & Family Service East Hawaii Programs 
director; and 2020 GCA President Leslie Isemoto    
PHOTO COURTESY CHILD  
& FAMILY SERVICE


