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Aloha!

In 2017, HUGS celebrated 35 years of improving the lives of Hawaii’s seriously ill children and their 
families. It was a milestone year in many ways. Because of you… our HUGS families feel supported 
and know they are not alone.  Because of you… a range of comprehensive programs are available to 
lessen their emotional and financial hardships. And because of you… children with life-threatening 
illnesses, their parents and siblings are wrapped with hugs of support.

A few highlights:
 • Children can cope with their fears and anxieties during hospitalization through bedside play  
  during weekly visits by HUGS staff
 • Our HUGS families connected with each other at 50 events and activities, half of which were  
  held on the west side of Oahu
 • A grant from The Gift Foundation of Hawaii will foster peer support networks among Neighbor  
  Island families in their own communities
 • Families are receiving more assistance with community resources and referrals through our   
  new Ho`okele Case Management Program, thanks to a City & County of Honolulu grant-in-aid
 • Sunset Ranch and Waimea Valley Park dedicated a grove of koa trees as a living legacy for our  
  HUGS children who have passed away
 • HEI, Hawaiian Electric and American Savings Bank brightened the holiday season for HUGS  
  children and their families at the HUGS Christmas Party

These highlights and more are the result of all of you. We are so grateful to our Board members, 
volunteers and community groups for championing our mission, as well as to our individual donors, 
corporate partners and foundations for your heartfelt giving of monetary and in-kind donations. Your 
phenomenal support made 2017 the best year ever. 

We’ve come a long way, and together with you, we look forward to another fulfilling year of 
supporting families on their challenging journey through childhood illness.

Mahalo,

Joan Naguwa
HUGS Executive Director

Executive Director’s Message

“The emotional support from HUGS is the most 
invaluable treasure.”

The Colunga’s Story 
Bonny and Kyle Colunga’s youngest son, Judah, was a happy, 
healthy baby until he got his 4-month immunization shots. 
He was diagnosed with epilepsy. At 3 years, Judah has delays 
in his development, and medications, which lessened the 
frequency of his seizures at first, are no longer as effective. 
His parents are seeking alternative treatment. The Colungas 
became a HUGS family in 2017 and are grateful to HUGS 
for supporting the entire family on their changing journey of 
living with Judah’s illness.

“HUGS has helped our family in significant ways. The 
emotional support is the most invaluable treasure,” said 

Bonny. “Just knowing someone is there, should I need a listening ear, helps me feel more stable on this 
journey. 

“The HUGS Mom’s Nights provide an avenue for self-care. And the discussions with other moms have 
normalized my struggles. I feel a burden is lifted when I meet other women who have encountered similar 
experiences, fears, anxieties, hopes, and frustrations,” she continued. 

“At HUGS, Ezekiel and Grace are recognized as individuals and not just as Judah’s brother and sister… 
and now have a better understanding of Judah’s condition.”

The Colunga Family
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HUGS Impact Overview

325
Families statewide received HUGS’ 
services

1,509 
Family members served

73
New HUGS families

14,195
Total touchpoints or interactions with 
families

590
HUGS children and their siblings 
received support 

415
Hospital visits made by HUGS staff and 
volunteers

89 
Boxes of food provided to 30 families

59
Family members received emergency 
airfare assistance 

$0 
Amount families pay for services

66
Neighbor Island families received a 
stipend for daily living expenses with a 
hospitalized child on Oahu

6,343 
Total Volunteer Hours

$875,872
Raised

Revenue & Other Support

Special Events
20%

Grants
37%

In-Kind Contributions
17%

Other
Income

2%

Government
12%

Contributions
12%

Expenses

Program
Services

68%

Fundraising
21%

Management & General
11%
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Fundraising
21%

$10,000 and Above

ABC Stores
aio Group LLC
Aloha United Way
Austin Family Foundation
City & County of Honolulu 
 Grant-in-Aid
Egan’s Bootcamp
FCH Enterprises, Inc.
First Hawaiian Bank 
Friends of Hawaii Charities, Inc.
G70 Foundation Fund of the   
 Hawai`i Community Foundation
Give It Back Foundation
Hagar Family Foundation
Hawai`i Community Foundation
The Late Ruth Higa
Honolulu Star-Advertiser 
Locations Foundation 
McInerny Foundation
Nan, Inc
The GIFT Foundation of Hawaii
Tokioka Foundation, Inc.
Upspring Media
W. Schampeau Charitable Trust

$5,000 - $9,999 

Alexander & Baldwin, Inc. 
Atlas Insurance Agency
Central Pacific Bank
Dura Constructors, Inc. 
Edwin T & Eleanor L Meyer 
 Charitable Trust 
First Hawaiian Bank – Retirees 
 (BANCONTROL)
Hawaiian Properties, Ltd.
Helix Electrical
Elizabeth M. Ignacio, M.D. 
 & David Kostecki
Island Insurance Company, Ltd.
James Campbell Company LLC
John A. Cariello Charitable Trust
Kapiolani Medical Center for 
 Women & Children
Richard Kaya
Kitaro Watanabe Fund of the 
 Hawai`i Community Foundation
NAIOP Hawaii
Pan-Pacific Mechanical
Pepsi
The Cades Foundation
The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg  
 Foundation, Inc. 
Tiki’s Grill & Bar
David & Michelle Uchiyama
Women’s Fund of Hawai`i

$1,000 - $4,999

A Catered Experience
Alan Wong’s Restaurants
Alaska Airlines
Albert C. Kobayashi, Inc.

Annie Sinclair Knudsen Memorial 
 Fund of the Hawai`i 
 Community Foundation
Aqua-Aston Hospitality
Arise Five (Inspire Church)
Aulani, A Disney Resort & Spa
Bank of Hawaii Foundation
Benevity Causes, Inc.
Beta Beta Gamma Foundation
Jason Brand
Cades Schutte LLP
Jennifer C.M. Carias
Carole Kai Charities, Inc.
Kristin Carr Condit 
Cheri’s Usborne Book Stop
Calvert Chipchase IV
Kenwei Chong
Ted Coons – Elite Pacific
 Properties, LLC
Creations in Catering
C.S. Wo & Sons, Ltd.
Lauren Dawson
DFS Hawaii
E & J Gallo Wineries
Elmore Toyota
First Insurance Company of Hawaii
First Insurance Company of Hawaii  
 Charitable Foundation
Four Seasons Resort Oahu at 
 Ko Olina
Four Strings Foundation
Goodfellow Bros., Inc.
Daniel Goya
Grace Pacific Foundation
Grand Hyatt Kauai Resort & Spa
Grand Wailea, A Waldorf 
 Astoria Resort
Eric Hanson
Hawaii Bowl Foundation
Hawaii Lodging & Tourism 
 Association
HawaiiUSA FCU Foundation
Hawaiian Airlines HawaiianMiles  
 Charity Program
Hazel H. Takumi Foundation 
Hensel Phelps Construction Company
Kenneth Hiraki
HMS Host Corporation
Hung Wo & Elizabeth Lau Ching   
 Foundation
Iolani School
Island Air
Island Energy Services, Retail LLC 
James Haruji Tamura and 
 Fumiki Tamura Foundation
Jhamandas Watumull Fund
Kahuku Community Fund of the  
 Hawai`i Community Foundation
Kourtney Kanja
Karen LaRue Saunders HUGS 
 Endowment Fund of the Hawai`i  
 Community Foundation
Koa Board Sports
Kyo-ya Hotels & Resorts, LP
Lanikuhonua Cultural Institute

Anne Lee
Jeri Lynch
Michael Lynch
Barbara Marumoto-Coons
Matson Foundation
Iris Y. Matsumoto
Mauna Kea Beach Hotel
R. Laree McGuire
Moana Surfrider, A Westin 
 Resort & Spa
MW Restaurant
NFL Foundation
Nordic PCL Construction, Inc.
Pacific ComTech LLC 
Pietsch Properties LLC dba Sunset  
 Ranch Hawaii
Porter McGuire Kiakona & Chow LLP
Rainbow Drive-In
Rider Levett Bucknall
Jean E. Rolles 
Rotary Club of East Honolulu
Sky River Management, LLC
Shannon Smith
Stryker Weiner & Yokota 
 Public Relations
Stuart Weitzman
Teapresso Bar LLC
The Howard Hughes Corporation
The MacNaughton Group 
 Foundation
The Queen’s Medical Center
The Schuler Family Foundation
Brett and Dee Thomas
Title Guaranty of Hawaii, Inc.
Bill J. Tobin
Tory Burch
Michael A. Tottori
Truist
Trump International Hotel 
 Waikiki Beach Walk
Xerox Corporation
Wikoff Combs & Co. LLC
Williamson, Rindge & Hole 
 Family Foundation
Eric K. Yeaman

We have made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of this listing 
and apologize for any gifts we 
may have missed. Please call our 
Development Office at 808-380-
6924 to report any inaccuracies or 
omissions. 

With gratitude, we recognize the following individuals and organizations who 
supported HUGS with gifts of $1,000 or more in 2017. Your generous gifts are 
helping Hawaii’s families on their challenging journey of caring for a child with a 
life-threatening illness.

2017 Gifts to HUGS
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HONORARY TRUSTEES

June Jones III
Barbara Marumoto-Coons 96590 84333

The McGahey’s Story 
Fiona McGahey loves playing outside, the simple joy of a typical 
5-year-old. At a recent HUGS Family Dinner, she was learning how 
to jump rope. “I did one!” she said with a big smile on her beautiful 
face. She tried jump-roping again. “I did one!” she said again. This 
positive, can-do spirit got her through 131 weeks of chemotherapy 
treatments, completed in January 2017 to combat Philadelphia 
Chromosome-Positive (Ph+) Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (ALL), 
an aggressive subtype of leukemia that required more intense 
chemotherapy, extra shots and medications.

Although Fiona is in remission, she’s not out of the woods yet as this 
condition has a 50% recurrence rate. 

“I lived in fear every day with the thought of losing her, I still do,” 
said Yuko, Fiona’s mom. “I’m not one to cry, but I just broke down 
[when I got the news about Fiona’s diagnosis],” Stephen, Fiona’s 
dad, admitted. “We’ve learned to take one day at a time,” he 
continued. “Even through her chemo treatments and when she lost 

her hair, she was so brave every day. She’s our hero,” he added. “Fiona is also proud of her surgical scars, 
from the port and G- (gastrostomy) tube so she could take her medications.”

Stephen, who is in the military, had previously transferred from Kanagawa, Japan to Fort Drum in New 
York, and Yuko, then pregnant with their third child, and their two toddlers were supposed to join him as 
soon as she received her U.S. visa. 

It was in June 2014 when Yuko first noticed a rash on 2-year-old Fiona’s thigh that spread. When bruises 
appeared at the slightest touch along with purplish spots around her eyes when she cried, Yuko looked up 
the symptoms online and took Fiona to the doctor for blood work. The family’s plans all fell apart when 
Fiona was diagnosed with Ph+ALL. She was immediately hospitalized to begin chemotherapy treatment. 

“Moving to Hawaii for treatment at Tripler Army Medical Center became the best option,” said Stephen. 
After all the paperwork was finally approved, there was only a small window when travel was possible – 
between Fiona’s treatments and before it became too risky for Yuko to fly. Yuko had only a two-hour notice 
before getting on a medical jet to Honolulu with Fiona. For several months, they stayed at Fisher House 
for military families with patients receiving treatment at Tripler before moving into Army housing. It was a 
difficult time without family nearby to support them.

Since 2015, HUGS has become their extended family. The McGaheys learned about HUGS during a hospital 
visit by our HUGS staff. They are grateful for the community’s generous support of HUGS that allows them 
to connect with other families who understand what they’re going through and by participating in Respite 
Care and Family Dinners.

“Fiona, Raicheal and Cathleen love going to the HUGS house for Respite. Without any family here, it’s 
hard to leave three little girls with just anyone. We know HUGS is a safe place for them, and we can enjoy 
ourselves without having to worry,” said Stephen. “The Family Dinners are also great. We can relax, get 
together with other HUGS families and don’t have to cook,” added Yuko. Mahalo to our caring community 
for rallying around families like the McGaheys.

“HUGS is our extended family.”

2017 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Anne Lee
President
Christine Daleiden
Past-President
Calvert G. Chipchase
President-Elect
Patrick Klein
Vice President 
Franklin Tokioka II
Vice President
Catha Combs
Secretary
JoAnn Lumsden
Treasurer

Joel Emperador
Andrea Galvin
Elizabeth Ignacio, M.D.
Julie Hirano Kaneko
Erin Kirihara
D. Keola Lloyd
Charles Loomis 
Iris Matsumoto 
Terri Okada
Bill Tobin

The McGahey Family
with friend
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